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FACES OF
STEWARDSHIP

And only one has to do with dollars
by Fred Smith
I have four things to say about stewardship, and only one of them has to do
with dollars.
Not that I mind talking about money.
I think the organized church is not
always honest on the subject—and particularly with people who have it. Several of my wealthy friends who became
Christians in midlife have been immediately asked to serve on every board
and committee in sight, for the benefit of
their "prayers and counsel." The truth is
they hadn't been Christians long enough
to have much of a prayer life, and their
counsel certainly wasn't worth much,
since they knew little about religious
organizations in America.
What the inviters did want was their
money. I wish they had been honest
enough to say that. Two or three of my
friends went through some very trying
times once they realized how they'd been
played for suckers.
But first:
We are stewards of relationships
The early church was not famous for
how it grew, nor even for its balanced
budget. It was known for the way people
loved one another.
I learned my relational lesson the hard
way. When our son was about to be
married, I volunteered to spend some
time with him explaining how to build a
successful home. He replied, "But, Dad,
I'm not going to be an executive. I'm
going to be a professor."
I was totally bewildered. What did
that have to do with it?
He said, "Well, if I were going to be an
executive, I'd come to you, because
you've run a business well. You always

thought production before relation, and
I think that's correct in a business. But
I'm going to be building a home, and
frankly, I think our family has been
great in spite of you rather than because
of you."
I asked for a replay of that paragraph,
but it came out the same way the second
time, just like on TV.
When I pressed him to explain, he
said, "Dad, you were the president of
your company, and when you came
home, you were president in the home.
You used the same techniques both
places. Mother was your vice-president,
you took grievances from the kids after
they had gone up through the line of
command, and you tried to get us to use
our time productively rather than relationally.
"What you really never knew was that
relationship is the production of the
home."

T h e early church
was not famous
for how it grew,
nor even for its
balanced budget.
It was known for
the way people
loved one another.

I suddenly realized he was right. For
example, I had seldom watched television with the family. I'd go to my study
after dinner—and be bothered as I heard
them out there enjoying themselves. I'd
feel compelled to go walk in front of the
screen a couple of times each evening,
making remarks about people who wasted
time. Of course, they went right on
watching, which didn't improve the production a bit but did hurt the relation.
My son was kind enough still to invite
me to be best man in his wedding, saying, "Dad, I understand, and I love you
because you were doing the best you
knew." But obviously, I had to change. I
called the family together and told them
I was going to try to be different. It was
one of the most difficult moments of my
life. The five years since then have been
frustrating at times but also exciting.
I still want the organization I head to
be productive. Nothing makes me angrier than walking into a retail store and
finding the clerks so friendly with each
other they don't let the customers bother
them. I wish they would at least invite us
to join the conversation until they can
get around to waiting on us.
But I am trying to be a good steward
of my relationships. And I have come to
see that the church is more like a family
than a business. The relation is more
important than the production. We get
into trouble if we start borrowing the
language of figures from business and
measuring the church with it. Relationships cannot be defined by an inventory.
We have to use terms like "healthy,"
"unhealthy," "improving," "deteriorating," and "spiritual."
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As part of that stewardship, we owe
each other encouragement. The president of Sloan-Kettering Laboratories
once told a medical convention, "My
father was a country doctor. We now
know, scientifically speaking, that he
didn't carry a thing in that black bag that
would cure anybody. But people got
well because he patted them and said,
'You're going to make it.'" That encouragement released the body's amazing
power to heal itself.
That's the kind of activity—tending to
relationships—where Christians must
shine.
We are stewards of a special identity
I was having lunch with the pastor of
the Moscow Baptist Church and asked
how many members he had, to which he
replied, "Fifty-six hundred."
"How many attend?" I asked.
"Six thousand."
I commented that this was a little different ratio than in Texas, where I lived.
"Yes," he said, "we have about four
hundred who come but aren't ready yet
to take on the identity of a Christian."
Then he used an interesting phrase:
"In Russia, we have no four-wheel Christians," by which he meant those who
ride to their baptism, to Easter and
Christmas services, and to their funeral.
At this point, I wanted to change the
subject!
True Christians have a stewardship of
identity within them; they are pilgrims,
sojourners, citizens of heaven on their
way home. That makes them participants, not observers. I wonder if the
Lord will someday say to us observers,
"I never really knew you; I only met you
while you were observing my participants."
I asked one of the finest scholars in
America what he thought the most
important thing was, and he said, "The
next question." Very clever—but it made
me realize he was actually an intellectual
reporter on life rather than a participant,
and in this way he was able to appear
responsible while being irresponsible.
More than once, I confess, I have played
the same game.
In contrast, a Christian I know who
really owns his identity and has thought
about it is Ron Ritchie of Peninsula
Bible Church in Palo Alto, California.
He was telling me how tired he became
of the cool reaction he got on airplanes
every time he called himself a minister
when someone asked what he did. He
came up with a far better answer: "I tell
continued

June 1984

visnoR

evangelical

The official publication of the Brethren in Christ Church
June 1984

Vol. 97, No. 6

FEATURES
2

The Four Faces of Stewardship

Fred Smith

4

The Tumbleweed Caper

7

Christian Customers: No Bargain

8

G o d Owns—We Manage

Beth Hostetler Mark

Stephen A. Bly

Donald R. Zook

10 Praying as Christ's Family Warren L. Hoffman
12 Language learning is people-learning Roy V. Sider
14 Rose Shannon: Public health nurse, etc. Laurie Sharp
16 "Lord, what good can we do
in these few short weeks?" Doris Cober
18 Fulfillment of a Vision: The Revision of the
Foundation Series for Children Harriet Bicksler
19 Churches Review Foundation Series Gail Purcell
21 Bible quizzing—Brooklyn style
28 Putting the pieces together Glenn A. Ginder

DEPARTMENTS
14 Mission Field Updates
20 Messiah College News
24 Church News
27 Messiah Village News
28 Stewardship
27 Daily Bible readings
29 Book Review: Here Faith
and Learning Meet

29
30
30
31
32

Daily Bible readings
Readers Respond
Onesimus
Editorial: Have you heard
the latest?
General Conference
Information

EVANGELICAL VISITOR (ISSN 0745-0486) is published monthly by Evangel Press, 301N. Elm
Street (P.O. Box 166), Nappanee, IN 46550-0166. Member of Evangelical Press Association and
Meetinghouse, a Mennonite and Brethren in Christ editors' group. Biblical quotations, unless
otherwise indicated, are from the New International Version.
Editor: Glen A. Pierce; Missions Page Editor: Phil Byers; Christian Education Page Editor:
Harriet Bicksler. Brethren in Christ Publication Board: Dwight E. Bert, Louis O. Cober, James
W. Esh, Lester C. Fretz, Emerson Frey, Paul E. Witter, John Yeatts.
Mailing Information: All correspondence, manuscripts and subscriptions should be addressed
to the Editor, Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550-0166. Changes of address
should include both the old and new addresses.
U.S. Subscriptions: 1 year—$8.50; 2 years—$15.00; 3 years—$21.00; 5 years—$33.00. New
and Gift: $7.00. Lifetime: $130.00.
Canadian Subscriptions (in Canadian funds): 1 year—$10.00; 2 years—$18.00; 3 years—
$26.50; 5 years—$41.00. New and Gift: $8.50. Lifetime: $160.00.
Overseas airmail rates available upon request.
Second-class postage paid at Nappanee, IN 46550-0166. Printed in U.S.A.

on page 5

3

When my children ask me to take
them wading in the creek, or a friend
invites me to spend the afternoon shopping, I often refuse because it isn't in my
plans for that day. But sometimes the
"tumbleweed caper" comes to mind and,
leaving unwashed dishes and laundry
behind, I have a good time with my
children or friend.
It happened almost 15 years ago on a
family camping trip to General Conference in California. We saw many
interesting sights on our way west—the
Grand Canyon, Navajo Mission, the
Painted Desert, and Hoover Dam, to
name just a few. But our most often
remembered "sight" did not even attract
most tourists.
As we travelled in the southwest, my
two teenage sisters and I became intrigued
with the tumbleweeds we saw dancing
across the desert. Some of them got
caught in the fences close to the highway.
One day we talked Dad into stopping so
we could see them up-close.
Once we examined them, we got the
notion that they were cute and that it
would be fun to take some along home,
spray paint them, and hang them in our
rooms. After some fast talking on our
part, Dad agreed to let us keep them.
Our next problem was finding a place to
put the weeds. (For those who know the
tumbleweed only from the song, it is a

by Beth Hostetler Mark

large, round— 12 to 18 inches in diameter—
dry, woody, and very prickly dead plant.
As the name implies, it breaks loose
from its roots and tumbles wildly around
the desert, unless captured by tourists.)
The car trunk was already filled to
capacity with non-essentials (according
to Dad) my sisters and I had insisted on
bringing. So Dad scrounged around for
some rope to tie them to the back of the
camper. The three tumbleweeds (we
each had to have one) were eventually
secured and we went on. Somehow, by
evening, they managed to slide down
and cover the tail light and license plate.
That was just the beginning. At every
campground from Nevada to California
and back to Pennsylvania, the first thing
Dad had to do was untie the tumbleweeds
and retie them to the nearest stationary
object. (In spite of that they almost
escaped from us in windy Kansas!)
Every morning we heard Dad muttering
something about "letting these dumb
weeds blow away" and "you girls." But
we knew he wouldn't let them escape.
Thousands of miles later we arrived at
our home in Pennsylvania. In the commotion of unpacking we "temporarily" put
the tumbleweeds in the garage. Every
summer Dad would ask "Are you girls
going to do something with these tumbleweeds?" Each time we would answer,
"We will, Dad, we will."

Five years passed, during which I was
married and moved into an apartment in
my parents' house. While cleaning out
the garage, my husband came across the
unused tumbleweeds. I was still unable
to part with them so we decided the attic
would be a good storage place.
Another five years passed and Dad
rediscovered them in a dark corner of
the attic. He brought the largest one
downstairs and with a gleam in his eyes
said, "Since I went to so much work
bringing these pesky weeds home, I'm
going to hang one up in our screened-in
porch." And that's where it is today.
When I look at the tumbleweed now, I
see a lifeless, prickly (some would say
ugly), weed—a conversation piece which
makes people laugh. I also see, in my
mind's eye, my father—a highly organized
man—who stopped in the middle of the
desert on a whim of his daughters.
That is the kind of parent and friend I
would like to be—one who listens, has
endless patience, a sense of humor, and
sometimes not too much common sense.
One who, like Christ, is willing to be
interrupted. Oh yes, and one with a
whole lot of love—how else can you
explain carting tumbleweeds across a
continent?
®
Beth'sfather is Paul Hosteller, who among
other responsibilities serves as General Conference convention director. Beth and Ken
Mark and family, Paul and Lela Hosteller—
and the tumbleweed—reside
in Grantham,
Pa.

Tumbleweed
Caper
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The Four Faces of Stewardship
people about Jesus if they want to
know." Then he shuts up and lets the
Spirit take over.
I began trying something like that. I
had always shied away from evangelism
visiting teams. But I began telling the
Lord in the morning, "Today, I promise
not to duck"—in other words, when
religion comes up in a conversation, I
will deal with it just as naturally as with
any other subject. Whenever I do that—
somebody invariably opens the door. I
was flying home from New York one
Monday morning sitting next to a vicepresident for one of the overseas airlines.
He was headed out for the week, and he
casually turned to me and said, "I'm sure
glad to be leaving home."
I remembered that feeling from earlier
years, when my children were small, and
I used my business responsibilities to
escape perpetual parenthood.
"Why is that?" I asked him.
"Because my wife made me go to
church yesterday, and all during the service I sat there saying to myself, D—
hypocrite! until I couldn't wait to get
out. . . . Isn't that the way you feel?"

from page 3

Now—was I going to duck or not?
Was I going to be a steward of my Christian identity?
I assured him that at one time in my
life I had felt the same way. But then I'd
learned to really enjoy going to church.

True Christians have a
stewardship of identity:
they are pilgrims
sojourners, citizens of
heaven on their
way home.

Suddenly he acted a little trapped
there by the window and pulled out a
magazine to read. I sat wondering if I'd
blown it. He squirmed in his seat, and
presently he said, "I'm going to the rest
room, but when I come back, I want to
ask you a personal question."

T o really m e t l
the need* of
everyone in the
congregation you'd
have to be at it
constantly.

I guess you
might say that
white our church
believes in letting
its light shine

On top of that
we all have
jobs, family
responsibilities, and
c o m m u n i t y concerns,
too.

We're also
concerned
about conserving
energy

He was a long time coming back.
Finally he climbed into his seat, stepping
on my feet. He picked up his magazine
again and said not a word. By this time I
was becoming amused; he was like a fish
on a line, hooked but refusing to come
alongside the boat. I just waited, because
if the Spirit had started this work, he
could finish it.
Suddenly he blurted out, "How do
you pray?"
I gave a very simple explanation,
something that probably wouldn't satisfy
the theologians—I said you just had a
conversation with God. That seemed to
help him. The upshot of the discussion
that followed was an invitation for me to
come see him the next time I go to New
York. I hope to do that.
If I duck the natural conversation
about spiritual matters that God brings
across my path, I can't make up for it by
joining the church visitation program
and calling on three people he didn't
direct me to. This is the stewardship of
identity. I must accept the fact that I am
a Christian and behave like one.
And when we do what we do in the
Spirit, he has a way of bringing a great
deal of light while removing most of the
heat.
We are stewards of our gifts
We Baptists talk a great deal about
talents and not much about spiritual
gifts. But I am becoming more and more
convinced that the gifts are what the
Spirit uses. Again, my theologian friends
probably wouldn't salute my interpretation, but I firmly believe that gifts are
simply talents that have been unctionized by the Spirit. (Now, grammarians
know that unctionize isn't a word, but
you get the point.) Since all of us have at
least one talent, we all have a potential
gift.
Here are a few that call for careful
stewardship:
Teaching. The challenge here is to
give people what they desperately need.
If we are reaching hungry people with
genuine bread, they are going to form a
line. Recently I have observed some very
large Bible classes. The teachers have
certain common denominators: they are
good communicators who keep in mind
they are teaching people, not a subject;
they show how scriptural principles bring
answers to everyday needs; and they give
people the option of accepting God's
help, just as he does. Where people feel
love and find answers, they come, and
continued
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often in droves. Genuine content is more
effective than contests.
Hospitality. Our daughter Brenda is
still helping me with this one. Her husband, Rick, had hired a black ex-convict
who was then rearrested for something,
and Brenda, with her heart of mercy,
went to see the woman he'd been living
with. She found her and a small child
living in a shack without food. She
brought food, helped her clean up the
place, and formed a friendship, while
Rick got the man out of jail.
Eventually Brenda brought up the
idea of their getting married. She was
told that people in their circumstances
rarely did that. Brenda explained that it
was right before God, and eventually the
couple became convinced. But where
would they hold a wedding? They had
no extra money and no church connections.
So Brenda offered her north Dallas
home for the occasion and solicited the
help of a minister. It was a lovely
evening.
A few days later, Rick got a note from
the man saying they had to leave town
and couldn't tell where they were going.
It turned out there was an underworld
contract on his life. In fact, one of his
friends had just been killed. But, the note
said, they would never forget Brenda
and Rick.
1 asked my daughter how she felt. She
got teary and replied, "No matter where
they are nor how long they live, they'll
know somebody cared."
Discernment. Too many of us business people leave our brains home when
we come to church, voting for things or
agreeing to things that make absolutely
no sense. I'm not saying the church
should be run like a business, but it
doesn't have to be run like a poor business, which is what often happens.
I was leading a singles' retreat in Florida and met a couple thinking about
getting married. She, a stewardess, had
lived a very insecure life. He, meanwhile,
seemed about as irresponsible as they
come. Over lunch, they asked my opinion.
I said frankly they should not marry.
She needed security, and he didn't offer
it; he was more interested in going
around giving his testimony than in
working. (I'm not against testimony, but
I'm against it in lieu of work.)

from page 5

She took me seriously and decided
against the marriage. Three years later, I
was on a plane to Chicago, when all of a
sudden she dropped down beside me
and said with surprise, "You're Fred
Smith!" (I was glad to know, because in
my stage of senility I sometimes forget.)
Then she bubbled out the news that in
eighteen days she would be marrying a
seminary professor. It sounded like a
perfect match.
In a few weeks she sent me a card from
Saint Andrews, and anybody wise enough
to play golf on a honeymoon must have
a rosy future ahead.
The stewardship of these three gifts
and others like them is not a trivial matter. We must take them seriously.
We are stewards of money
i n say this quickly and pointedly. I
resent a great deal of the Christian talk
about money. Those who refer to being
"blessed" with money give me the impression they think God has made a brilliant
decision about where to put his funds.
It's an affront to the poor. I wish they
would say "entrusted" or some other
stewardship word instead of "blessed."
I also think it's wrong to teach that we
can bribe God, even with the tithe.
Recently I've had some fun with one of
the ministries that claims if you send
them a dollar, God will provide you with
ten. I wrote them saying I agreed with
their theology—and it would be faster if
they'd send me a dollar and keep the ten
God would give them back, rather than
having me serve as the middleman a
dollar at a time. I assured them I would
cash their check immediately so God
would not be delayed in blessing them,
and I'd even provide them with my vacation address so their seed-offerings would
not have to be held up.

I think it is
wrong to teach
that we can
bribe God, even
with the tithe.

Evidently their computer hasn't
handled such a letter before, because
they've been a little late responding, let
alone sending their contribution.
I do tithe, even though I do not believe
it is scripturally required today. I have
never knowingly made a dollar without
giving at least 10 percent of the gross to
God. That started when I was working a
week (six days) for six dollars, and I gave
sixty cents. Last year my giving was in
the six figures, and that wasn't as hard to
give as the sixty cents. But I'm convinced
if I had not given the sixty cents, I
wouldn't have given the six figures.
However, tithing ought not to be used
to police people into works instead of
grace. To a group of laymen that included
actual billionaires as well as several millionaires I said recently, "The tithe is an
Old Testament scheme that lets the rich
get out of giving." (I didn't owe any of
them money, so I could be extremely
brave.)
All I know about giving can be put in
three points:
• Those who legalistically give a tithe
never really enjoy it. Those who give out
of love thoroughly enjoy it and are not
worried about figuring on the net or
gross, or even more.
• Giving is the only drain plug I know
for greed. The sin of the poor is envy,
and the sin of the rich is greed. I suppose
if you have to choose between the two,
take greed, because it at least makes you
productive! Envy doesn't produce anything but ulcers. However, neither one
belongs in the Christian life. Giving is
the way to drain greed out of the soul.
• God is basically interested not in
our money but our maturity. Some people try to substitute service for giving,
while others give to avoid serving. Neither
one works; both are required for Christian maturity. That's why if you show
me your calendar and your checkbook, I
can write your biography. I will know
how you spend your time and your
money; that constitutes your treasure.
Trying to substitute one gift for the
other is really being dishonest, and God
will not honor that. For him, the process
is as sacred as the result. We need to
remember this when thinking about
using manipulation in his work. He is
not in favor of cutting corners, and we,
as his stewards, must set our policies
according to his principles.
Fred Smith is president
Associates, Dallas, Texas.
appeared in LEADERSHIP
reprinted by permission.
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ally demanded a full refund for the
coat.
"Is there something wrong with it?"
the manager asked.
"It's the wrong color. It looks terrible
on me in the daylight."
He noted a soiled collar. "When did
you purchase it?"
"Oh, I can't remember exactly," she
said. "But I do have the sales slip."
"You purchased this eight months
ago?"
N
"Oh, don't worry," she said. "It's been
hanging in my closet."
The manager sighed, pressed the "no
sale" button, and pulled bills from the
register.
"Oh, I almost forgot," Sally said.
"You've been so helpful in the past, I
thought you'd like to know—the church
is sending a young couple to the mission
field. We'd like to get them some nice

gifts. You don't happen to have some
markdowns left over from your autumn
sale, do you?"
He didn't.
Talk to businessmen about their Christian clientele and youH realize there's a
Sally in every store. Talk to a Christian
businessman and youH find he's been
burned even more.
Hank, for example, had operated the
Mid-City Garage for 17 years. His automotive skills and business savvy carried
him through recessions, inflation, and
urban blight. His wife Darla stayed
home, his son attended the university,
and his daughter wore braces. Business
was good.
But when Hank and Darla became
Christians in the fall of 1980, they
decided to dedicate their business to the
Lord.
Word spread, and Christians flocked

to their garage. Hank and his wife had
no idea a "ministry" could offer so much
opportunity for service.
Fellow brethren expected at least a 10
percent discount. Ministers suggested 25
percent. And missionaries were certain
the Lord called Hank to repair their cars
free.
Lay mechanics borrowed tools without returning them. Other Christians
knew Hank would understand if they
held their payment a few months . . . or
years.
People still wonder why a once-thriving
business has taken such a nosedive. But
Hank hasn't deserted his faith in God's
provision. Don't ask him, however, about
his faith in the brethren.
Hank's situation isn't uncommon. I
often hear comments such as:
"Wilson owns a grocery store. He can
supply buns for the picnic."
"Hey, Mark, old buddy, got any extra
typewriters to donate to the church
office?"
"We're running short this month, but
Burns will understand. Hold his bill
again."
"Why should I tip? The whole system
irks me. I could be using that money for
the Lord's work."
At times, some of those statements
have come from my own mouth. Lately,
I've had to ask myself some telling
questions.
next page,
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Does my business community generally consider us Christians generous?
Are we a good credit risk? Are we more
prompt and courteous in making payments than our non-Christian neighbors?
Suddenly, I find myself staring into an
arena hardly touched by the lordship of
Christ. That's not the game plan the
Lord had in mind.
Workers deserve compensation
Scripture indicates that those hired to
perform a service are worthy of their
wages (Lev. 19:13; Deut. 24:15).
Elaine discovered just the right sofa,
but she would need an extra $ 100 before
she could buy it. She remembered, however, that the proprietor, Mr. Carson,
taught the men's community Bible study.
She toyed with an idea—what if her
husband dropped hints, asking when the
sofa would be "on sale?"
But she stopped herself. It's worth the
asking price, she decided. Elaine placed
a down payment, arranging to have the
sofa held until she could pay the full
cost.
Christians can afford
good reputations
Dave counsels every year at high
school camp. Tom doesn't allow his kids
to attend.
Dave teaches an adult Sunday school
class. Tom doesn't go to Sunday school.
Dave directs the choir. Tom doesn't
know a single hymn.
Dave chairs the worship committee.
Tom hasn't been inside a church since
infancy.
Dave reads his Bible a half hour every
day. Tom doesn't own a Bible.
Dave has a grocery bill that's marked
"90 days overdue." Tom owns the grocery store.
Dave invited Tom to an evangelistic
crusade. Tom stayed home and watched
television reruns.
God doesn't need bargains
When offered a free piece of property
for the Lord's service, King David refused,
reasoning, "I will not take what is yours
for the Lord . . . [that] which costs me
nothing" (1 Chron. 21:24). Paying $1,000
for $1,000 worth of goods or services is
not abusive stewardship.
I saw the merit of this truth when a
clerk in a jewelry shop told me that Pas-

tor Kent had become his favorite cus!
tomer. Somewhat surprised, I asked,
j
"Oh, does he do a lot of business here?'
"Nope." The man's eyes twinkled over
his gold-framed glasses. "He doesn't
have much money for the kind of extras
we sell. But he did come in here about a
year ago to order a mahogany wall clock
worth $300. He told me he was going to
put it in the church's social hall.
"When I heard that, I said I'd give him
a good deal. I always figured it didn't
hurt to show I'm not anti-religious.
"Anyway, he just smiled and said, 'I
think the Lord deserves a $300 clock.
But if you're serious about the discount,
why not come to church some Sunday
morning and slip whatever you'd like
into the offering plate?' "
"So did you?" I asked.
"Well, IH tell you—I'd never heard a
preacher respond like that. So I did visit
his church one Sunday and put some
money in the plate—first time in nine
years. That's the only time since I was a
kid that I really wanted to give money to
a church. And I've been going there ever
since."
I caught myself thinking, Too bad we
don't have more Pastor Kents in the
world. And then I wondered, Why don't
we?
Perhaps we Christians need to come
up with our own personal code of ethics,
demonstrating that business people are
more important to us than the items they
sell. I finally did that, and this is what
I've determined:
• I will never demand a discount,
reduced rate, or free service not available
to my non-Christian neighbor.
• By my attitude and fair practices, I
will work to become a valued customer.
• My verbal commitments will be as
binding as a contract.
• I will consider tips as part of the
purchase price where tips are expected.
And if 1 can't afford a fair tip, I'll forego
the service.
• When tempted to maneuver a better deal, I will refuse to engage in anything that reflects any form of dishonesty.
• If I can't pay a bill on time, I'll write
my creditor, no matter how well I know
him, and inform him of when he can
expect payment.
• When I hear of a Christian going
into business, 111 view his enterprise as
my opportunity to help him succeed, not
a chance for personal bargains.
•
Stephen

Bly is pastor

Church, Fillmore,

of Fillmore

Bible

God Ow
The boy's nose pressed against the
glass case as he peered at the candy. He
had spent his week's allowance and next
Saturday seemed far away. Then a passerby observed the boy's longing and
remembered what it was like to be young
and hungry. He winked at the shopkeeper and handed him some money.
The shopkeeper weighed the candy
and put it in the boy's outstretched hand.
The boy turned to thank his benefactor.
"I'm glad you like that kind," said the
stranger. "Could I have a piece to see
how it tastes?"
The boy's expression changed to a
frown. He gripped the bag with both
hands. "This candy is mine," he said. "If
you want candy, buy some for yourself!"
And he darted out the door.
God is owner
Many Christians, as they clutch the
things money can buy, are more selfish
than the little boy. God owns these
things The Bible makes it clear that God
owns the earth (Exodus 19:5). God also
owns the fields and crops (Leviticus
25-3 4). Both wild and domestic animals
are his (Psalms 50:10,11). The silver and
gold belong to God (Haggai 2:8,9).
Unlike the benefactor in the story who
gave candy to the boy, God retains
ownership of his possessions. The boy
was ungrateful when he refused to return
the small portion to his kind friend.
Those who refuse God's instructions
concerning material possessions are not
only ungrateful, they are robbers. "Will
a man rob God? Surely not! And yet you
robbed me. What do you mean? When
did we ever rob you? You have robbed
me of the tithes and offerings due to me.
And so the awesome curse of God is
cursing you" (Malachi 3:8,9; Living
Bible).
We are stewards
God, the owner, has entrusted us with
material possessions to hold and use
Don Zook is executive secretary of Brethren
in Christ Missions. This article is adapted
from the book Christian Finances—Principles
and Case Problems, © 1982 by Dr. Donald
R. Zook.
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ns—We Manage
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according to his instructions. As stewards, we must account for our management of the things he puts in our care.
The Bible warns us not to assume that
financial resources result from our own
effort. God says, "Thou shalt remember
the Lord thy God: for it is he that giveth
thee the power to get wealth" (Deuteronomy 8:18).
Waldo J. Werning defines Christian
stewardship as " . . . the Christian's
management of his redeemed life and
possessions, by the Spirit's power and
direction through the Word—to God's
glory and for man's benefit."1
People who do not recognize God's
ownership consider money that comes
into their possession as their own. They
do not regard God as owner, so they
ignore the fact that money is a trust from
God to manage according to his instructions.
The Scriptures show the results of
disobedience in stewardship matters.
Joshua and the Israelites were instructed
to go in and possess the land of Canaan.
But God reserved the right of ownership
of all they took and gave instructions
concerning its use. The Israelites followed God's plan as they possessed Jericho. But when Achan thought he could
improve on God's directions, the surprising defeat at Ai occurred. The severity of the punishment helped the Israelites recognize God's ownership for a
time. Later, however, their greed and
disobedience resulted in long periods of
suffering.
God provides for our needs
The Apostle Paul, after a lifetime in
fluctuating economic circumstances,
could confidently tell the Philippians,
"My God shall supply all your needs
according to his riches in glory by Christ
Jesus" (Philippians 4:19).
The Psalmist David, after experiencing both wilderness hardship and palace
comfort, testified that "the Lord is my
Shepherd; I shall not want" (Psalm
23:1). He does not question God's promises to take care of the needs of his
followers.

June 1984

God's plan for our lives does not
include worry about basic necessities.
Jesus said "So my counsel is: Don't
worry about things—food, drink, money
and clothes. For you already have life
and a body—and they are far more
important than what to eat and wear . . .
So don't be anxious about tomorrow.
God will take care of your tomorrow
too. Live one day at a time" (Matthew
6:25,34; Living Bible).
God provides good things
Too many Christians trust God only
for the supply of necessities. God has a
better plan for his people. In Psalm
84:11 we read that "the Lord will give
grace and glory: no good thing will he
withhold from them that walk uprightly."
God supplies not only our necessities,
but every good thing. He is "able to do
exceedingly abundantly above all that
we ask or think." When we depend in
faith upon God to supply our economic
needs, he does exactly that. When we
realize that God doesn't want to limit his
supply only to what we need, he blesses
us with far more than our needs.
Relying on God to supply the good
things in life also implies a dependence
on God to decide what good things we
should have. God knows our capacity to
use resources, and decides which things
are really good for us.
Stewardship is freedom
Recognizing God's ownership gives
us a sense of freedom concerning money
matters. Shortly after I made a fresh
commitment of personal possessions to
the Lord, my car disappeared from a
side street in North Philadelphia. A
policeman gave me little encouragement
of ever seeing it again. As I started to
count the cost of replacing it, my initial
sense of disappointment changed to
peace when I remembered the car belonged to the Lord. And I responded
with the words, "Lord, if that's the way
you want to use the money you have in
my bank account, it's all right with me."
When I recognize God as the owner of
my possessions, I don't need to get upset
when the washing machine or dryer

by Donald R. Zook
needs repair. If the Lord wants some of
his money to go to the repair shop, that's
up to him. Perhaps he wants me to get a
newer model. Or perhaps he wants me to
witness to someone at the local laundromat when I do the laundry there. He
surely wants me to know I'm not losing
anything when something goes wrong.
He uses these experiences to sensitize me
to God's leading in the circumstances
that touch my life.
Stewardship is commitment
George Ford states that "If we recognize the ownership of God, we will demonstrate it in our stewardship. That
means we put God first."2
Howard Dayton Jr., in his seminars,
goes through an exercise of signing a
deed to symbolize the transferring of
ownership of possessions to God. 3 This
helps the participants establish a specific
time when God's ownership of their possessions was acknowledged. The document reminds them that God owns everything and that we merely use his things
temporarily.
Once we make the commitment, how
do we learn what God wants us to do
with his money and material possessions? We can look for guidance in the
Bible. Tol Bonham discovered that one
verse in every five in the New Testament
relates to money. 4 More than 1,000 passages in the Bible refer to personal
prosperity. Nineteen of Jesus' parables
concern money, property, and our relationship to them.
Study the Bible for guidance. Observe
committed Christians. You will find in
stewardship God's best for your life. •

Footnotes
1

Werning, Waldo, The Stewardship Call,
Concordia Publishing House, 1965, p. 18.
2
F o r d , George, All the Money You Need,
Word Books, 1976, p. 30.
3
Dayton, Howard, Jr., Your Money: Frustration or Freedom?, Tyndale Publishers,
pp. 24-26.
"Bonham, Tol D., God Doesn't Want
Your Money, Vary Idea Press, 1975, p. 28.

PRE-CONFERENCE REFLECTIONS
FROM EPHESIANS
Living 1
as

Christ's
Family i

Praying as
Christ's family
by Warren Hoffman

In the early 1700's a small band of
European pietists formed a remarkable
prayer covenant known as the "Hourly
Intercession." For every hour of the day
and night one of the volunteer intercessors would pray for the kingdom of God
in the world. After five years of continuous prayer the group sent out its first
missionaries. Within 12 years, missionaries were serving on every continent of
the known world. Believers in other
places caught this contagious zeal, and
the modern missionary movement was
born—all because a small group of
believers agreed together to "pray without ceasing."
With roots tracing back to this same
band of pietists, the Brethren in Christ,
too, have been a praying people. In our
congregations we actively intercede for
one another. Many persons pray faithfully for needs throughout the church.
Thousands pray regularly for our missionaries and overseas churches.
But what might happen if, somehow,
we could marshal the prayer potential of
the entire Brethren in Christ family and
focus it on a handful of specific requests
for an entire biennium? Can you imagine
the cumulative impact of such concentrated intercession on our bishops and
administrators, missionaries and pastors,
congregational leaders and workers,
church members and converts?
May I suggest a way to accomplish
this? We have chosen the theme of "Living as Christ's Family" for these two
years, and are drawing our inspiration
and guidance from the book of EpheWarren Hoffman pastors the new Brethren
in Christ church in Oklahoma City, Okla. He
is secretary of the new Board of Congregational Life.
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sians. I propose, simply, that we make a
concerted effort to pray the prayers in
Ephesians for one another during the
next two years.
We are already practiced in praying
one of the Bible's prayers. Frequently we
pray the Lord's Prayer word for word.
Or we use it as a pattern for our own
prayers. We can use Paul's prayers in
Ephesians the same way.
We would need to have an open Bible
on our lap. Or, better yet, we could take
the time to memorize these prayers.
Then we can pray them—word for
word—for one another. Or we can personalize the prayers, substituting persons names for the pronouns in the text
at appropriate points. If we want, we can
build our own extemporaneous prayers
around the successive petitions in these
prayers.
However we use them, our prayers
will be inspired! Mundane concerns and
temporal aspirations will give way to
petitions with spiritual depth and perception. We will be praying for one
another according to the revealed will
and purpose of God. Knowing that we
are asking according to his will, we will
have the assurance that God hears us.
"And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have
what we asked of him" (I John 5:15).
We will discover, as the weeks go by,
that our intercession is surprisingly easy.
The demanding aspect of intercessory
prayer is knowing what we ought to
pray. It is spiritually and emotionally
exhausting to intercede for one another
with spiritual discernment and accuracy.
But when we pray the apostle Paul's
prayers, the hard work of discernment is
already done. All we must do is "keep on
praying" (Eph. 6:18).

The most persuasive reason, though,
for using these prayers in sustained
intercession for the Brethren in Christ
family is the prayers themselves. Few
prayers reflect such penetrating insight
into the process of spiritual maturation.
None press so exuberantly toward the
heights of human potential. Consider
them with me, and I'm sure you'll agree
that they are worthy of a two year
commitment!

A prayer for knowledge
Eph0slans

1:15-19

. . . I have not stopped giving thanks
for you . . . All too often, intercessory
prayer degenerates into thinly disguised
complaints. We pray for other persons,
but for our own sakes, so we can have
relief from whatever attitude or quirk or
problem is plaguing us at the moment!
The apostle Paul assiduously avoids this
pitfall. His prayers never express impatience or discontent, because he has disciplined himself to pray with thanksgiving (Phil. 4:6). Invariably, he begins his
prayers with grateful recognition for the
"good work" already accomplished—in
this case, the faith and love of the Ephesian believers (1:15, see Rom. 1:8; I Cor.
1:4; Phil. 1:3-5; Col. l:3-4;IThess. 1:2-3;
3:9-10; 2 Tim. 1:3-5; Phil. 4-7). When we
pattern our prayers after his, thanksgiving becomes our safeguard against improper motivations in intercession.
. . . I keep asking that . . . God
. may give you the Spirit of wisdom
and revelation . . . Potentially, each
of us already possesses "every spiritual
blessing in Christ" (1:3). But the realization of these benefits in actual experience depends on our capacity to receive
Evangelical
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them by faith (2:8-9). And faith is always
a response to revealed truth (1:13). So
Paul asks God to give the Ephesians the
Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that
their minds will be renewed by the truth,
thereby stimulating the faith response by
which they come to know God better.
Paul's comprehensive understanding of
spiritual maturation enables him to intercede without neglecting essential steps in
the process, as we are prone to do in our
own intercession. By using Paul's prayer,
we can pray with the same effective
precision.
. . . that you may know the hope to
which he has called you . . . The apostle knows how easily believers are hoodwinked out of their rightful privileges by
despair and, in its milder forms, by discouragement and resignation. He is acquainted with believers who envy the
spiritual maturity others enjoy and discount the grace of God in their own
lives. And he has listened to all the reasons they give to explain why certain
graces are not available to them or
applicable in their circumstances. But he
also understands that hope is a sure
antidote. When hope is complete, believers are motivated to pray expectantly, work diligently, and wait eagerly
for the full realization of their potential
in Christ. When our spirits sag, we need
to know our hope, too. Paul's prayer
will remind us to pray for one another's
hope!
. . . the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints . . .Paul understands,
too, that believers do not express by
themselves the "fullness" of Christ (1:23).
We are reconciled to God in company
with other believers (2:16). With them,
we become a "dwelling in which God
lives by his Spirit" (2:22). "As each part
does its work," we are all built up in love
(4:16). But Paul is also well-acquainted
with the centrifugal forces which tend to
isolate and separate us (2:11-12; 4:14,
25-31). So he prays that our commitment to one another will deepen as we
perceive the spiritual riches available to
us in our Christian brothers and sisters.
Like the Ephesians, we need this kind of
prayer and we do well to pray it for one
another.
. . . and his incomparably great power
for us who believe . . . The Greek language fails Paul as he attempts to convey
the magnitude of God's power. In rapid
succession, he piles up four words for
power (translated "power," "working,"
"mighty," and "strength") and still falls
short of an adequate description (1:19).
It can only be described by its greatest
June 1984

manifestation, the resurrection of Jesus
Christ (1:20). This "incomparable" power
is available for us who believe. Yet who
of us is utilizing this power fully? With
Paul, we must ask God on one another's
behalf to convince us of the extent and
availability of his power.

A prayer for power
E p h e s i a n s 9:14-21
In chapter three the apostle bursts
into a second prayer. Again, praise saturates and inspires his petitions. Because
we derive our "name" from the Father
and are heirs of his "glorious riches", we
can approach God confidently with the
most extravagant requests. Boldly, Paul
presents four petitions of enormous scope,
each building on the previous one.
. . . I pray that out of his glorious
riches he may strengthen you with power
through his Spirit in your inner being
. . . Paul is not praying here for the
initial reception of the Spirit. He knows
that the Holy Spirit, even in his fullness,
only enters the vestibule of our lives at
first. The Spirit's intention, however, is
to permeate the whole person! So any
lingering resistance or recalcitrance in
our mind, will, and emotions must be
overcome; hence, the need for prevailing
power in the inner being. As we follow
Paul in requesting the Spirit's inner enabling for one another, we assist each
other in developing minds that are more
truly Christian, wills that are more fully
surrendered to God's will, and emotions
that are more supportive of our Christian intentions.
. . . that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith . . . As Paul's first
petition is fulfilled, the believer is able to

Few other prayers
reflect such penetrating
insight into the process
of spiritual maturation.
None press so
exuberantly toward
the heights of
human potential

experience the second—the abiding presence of Christ within. The thrust of
Paul's request is for continuity. Emotional undulation is a fact of life. So are
periods of "dryness" in our perception of
Christ's presence. But "by faith" we can
maintain an uninterrupted and unbroken
sense of Christ's inward presence. As we
request this for one another, we will
exult with Paul: "I have been crucified
with Christ and I no longer live, but
Christ lives in me" (Gal. 2:20).
. . . that you may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how
wide and long and high and deep is the
love of Christ . . . Love is the soil in
which believers grow. It is the foundation on which we build. Yet how many
other motivations clamor for ascendancy
and often prevail, even in the guise of
love? Only when we are "rooted" and
"established" in love can we comprehend and express God's love. Only with
God's enabling power, can we grasp the
all-inclusive breadth of his love, the
patient length of his love, the sacrificial
depth of his love, and the ennobling
"life" of his love. Even then, it will
always surpass our ability to completely
comprehend and express it. But we can
aspire to his love more fully as we pray
for one another.
. . . that you may be filled to the
measure of all the fullness of God . . .
Suffused with love, we are able to contain the fullness of God. It staggers the
mind to think that we can pray for a
grace for which the only comparison is
Christ himself, in whom "God was pleased
to have all his fullness dwell"(Col. 1:19).
Yet Paul's prayer enlarges our vision
and points the way as we strive, in our
intercession for one another, to be filled
with the fullness of God.
Unquestionably, these two prayers
fulfill Paul's own admonition to "pray in
the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds
of requests." Using them, we can "be
alert and always keep on praying for all
the saints" (6:18).
Will you intercede for the Brethren in
Christ family during these next two
years with Paul's two prayers in
Ephesians?
As we agree together to pray for one
another in this way, Paul himself assures
us that God will do "immeasurably more
than all we ask or imagine, according to
his power that is at work within us"
(3:20-21). As a result of our intercession
for one another, we will express God's
"glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, for ever and
ever! Amen."
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There are three reasons why Dorothy
and I began Spanish learning. First, it is
appropriate that a missions administrator knows something firsthand about
the language learning process he expects
our missionaries to experience. Secondly,
involvement with the language is involvement with the people. Language learning opens new windows to the very heart
of a people. Thirdly, it would be a gesture of identification toward all our
multi-lingual brothers and sisters to make
even a small beginning in a new language.
Dorothy studied Spanish with a tutor
for three and a half weeks. Her progress
is good. My time in Spanish tutoring
was somewhat less, but it was significantly augmented by an exciting learning course developed by E. Thomas
Brewster and Elizabeth S. Brewster.
This husband-and-wife team are coauthors of Language Acquisition
Made
Practical (LAMP). The Brewsters, each
with a Ph.D., gained tremendous insights
in an adventuresome four-year, seventycountry immersion in language learning.
An adventure it was! They lived out of
suitcases, in all types of accommodations—and Tom is a paraplegic!
The Brewsters believe that any person
with normal learning ability can learn
another language and achieve a competent level of communication. Keys to
success include the following:
Roy Sider, Secretary of Overseas
Ministries and his wife Dorothy spent four weeks
during February and March in Antigua,
Guatemala, for intensive language
study.
This immersion into Spanish was the prelude
to their visit to Nicaragua, Venezuela, and
Colombia.
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by Roy Sider

a positive mindset toward the host
people
participation in their culture
motivation (in contrast to feelings and
emotion)
goals
a structured consistent learning
experience
discipline
an organized filing system
The Brewsters see their role as similar
to a midwife. Giving birth to a child or a
language is a normal creative process
which occurs continuously all over the
world.
While I know nothing experientially
about giving birth to a child, I think I am
pregnant with a new language—even if it
is not showing much yet! Let me share
more of that later, but first look with me
at the importance of language learning.
Language is more than understanding
what people are saying. It is the enrich-

I was helped by
reading that frustration
in language learning
is often caused by an
overload of new
information—like
watering a canary
with a fire hose.

ment of knowing who they are. The language of the people is symbolic of what
they think, their beliefs and values, the
very fabric of their lives. This is why the
Brewsters place so much stress on missionaries deliberately assuming the role
of learners and servants among the people. A missionary going to another people must have an incarnational ministry.
Our Lord came to us in our humanity
and in our culture. He became dependent—totally vulnerable—from the
cradle to the grave. His identification
with us is without reservation. He similarly sent out his disciples—no suitcases
in their hands, no extra provisions for
their journey, nor any money in their
purse. They were to be one with the
people, as Jesus was one with them (Reread Matthew 9:35-10:42).
The intimate identification of a baby
with its parents during the first hours
after birth evidences a unique "bonding"
experience with long-term benefits. The
Brewsters thoughtfully advocate a similar experience for new missionaries.
There is a tendency to bring the comforts of home with us on a new mission
assignment. We tend to develop our first
relationships with fellow missionaries.
There is an alternative. If properly prepared, most new missionaries can begin
life with their new people. People learning and language learning belong together. Couples in Brethren in Christ
Missions who experience this have an
above average sensitivity and understanding of the people.
The Brewsters provide a practical
approach to learning a language, either
outside the structured school setting or
as a supplement to it. Tom Brewster
Evangelical
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emphasizes learning a little and using it a
lot! Build a nucleus of short sentences,
add to it, and watch it expand. These
short sentences are actually communicational "power t o o l s " with which to
patiently begin language learning. It
requires a new awareness of one's natural sensitivities and skills. I enjoyed discovering my m o u t h in a new way. It was
exciting to find out h o w sounds are
made, and h o w new sounds can be produced. M y ears needed retuning. The
mental attic needed to be cleaned. There
were even a few unknown treasures there.
Language learning is a challenge. Via
cassette tapes, Dr. Brewster explored the
potential of over 1,000 consonant and
vowel sounds. Just as important as
sounds and symbols are the tones and
intonations. In Vietnamese, the word
ma has five different meanings: ghost,
cheek, tomb, rice, but. The only distinction is in the tone of the last letter! In
another language God and rat are spelled
the same—the pronunciation makes a
world of difference. A m o n g an indigenous people of Latin America, missionaries must exercise special care in business
meetings. Choosing one of two possible
sounds in a single word either asks the
people to raise their hands or to raise
their skirts.
Personally, I found the first day with a
language tutor gave me more headaches
than I had k n o w n in years. M y frustration intensified! I was helped by reading
Brewster's word that frustration is often
caused by an overload of new information. He speaks of watering a canary
with a firehose. I sympathized with the
canary! Our hostess—a warm, outgoing
senora with excellent culinary skills—
also knew h o w to promote language
learning. There was no English permitted at mealtime. Never, since I was
weaned, have I spent so many hours
eating and saying so little! Indeed, I felt
once again as helpless as a baby, but
with a heightened level of awareness. I
had reached at least one goal: a measure
of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n with our l a n g u a g e
learners.
The Brewsters provided power tools
for communication with people of the
streets. I forced myself to the streets the
first Saturday with a palpitation in my
heart and a power tool in my head! T o
my amazement, the power tool worked
and the heartbeat became normal! People were warm, understanding, and helpful. I talked to over 20 people. I was
excited. D o r o t h y j o i n e d me on several of
the next trips. We built friendships
which warmed our hearts and brought
June
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Language is more
than understanding
what people are saying.
It is the enrichment
of knowing who
they are.

some special joy into the lives of others.
There was an opportunity for witnessing, and many opportunities to learn
about people. Our plans are to continue
in Spanish learning through contacts
with our Spanish-speaking people in the
Brethren in Christ Church.
T o d a y it is estimated that there are
over 15,000 people groups w h o have no
gospel witness a m o n g them. Yet 80 percent of the world's missionaries go to 20
percent of the world's people. Effective
cross-cultural missionaries need fluency
in c o m m u n i c a t i n g the g o o d n e w s .
Brethren in Christ Missions need to: (a)
make language learning possible for new
missionaries, and (b) afirm the devel-

Announcing a

opment of fluency for those w h o are in
service.
Four years ago a large group of missionaries attended the Toronto Institute
of Linguistics (TIL). The Brewsters were
associated with TIL for many years. The
response from our missionaries was positive. Since that time, increased attention
has been given to language learning.
New and returning missionaries have, in
many cases, taken a language learning
techniques course. It is time for further
advances. Here are some possibilities.
1. Provide for and recommend "bonding" (see paragraph 7), but d o not
necessarily require it in all circumstances.
2. Make available an initial period for
language learning and, ideally, provide it without other responsibilities.
3. Establish standards for language
level expectations.
4. Require regular language learning
progress reports for new missionaries.
5. Develop among all our people a
deeper cross-cultural understanding
of the Bible which will make the
gospel good news to all people.
God provides us with the resources. It
is ours to aggressively pursue the task of
making Jesus Christ known to all the
peoples of the earth.
•
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Writers Workshop
Tuesday, July 3 - 3:30-5:00

p.m.

(during the General Conference workshop period)

MESSIAH COLLEGE • GRANTHAM, PA
A n i n t r o d u c t o r y w o r k s h o p o n creative w r i t i n g — s u r v e y i n g various
literary g e n r e s , s u g g e s t i n g r e s o u r c e s for t h e writer, and o u t l i n i n g
h o w to s u b m i t m a n u s c r i p t s for consideration. A t t e n t i o n will be g i v e n
to several t y p e s of w r i t i n g c u r r e n t l y s o u g h t by B r e t h r e n in Christ
publications.
W o r k s h o p leaders will be E. Morris Sider and Ray Zercher,
m e m b e r s of t h e M e s s i a h C o l l e g e faculty. Chairing the s e s s i o n will be
G l e n Pierce, Evangelical Visitor editor.

T O REGISTER:
•
•

If you will be a registered member of General Conference, sign up for the Writers'
Workshop at the Conference registration desk. There is no additional charge.
If you will not be a registered member of Conference, send your name, address,
phone number and $5.00 to "Writers' Workshop," Evangelical Visitor, Box 166,
Nappanee, IN 46550. Deadline: June 20.
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I t ' s 12:00 n o o n o n a Thursday and
Rose nearly has everything ready to go.
The Land Cruiser is packed with scales,
syringes, needles, vaccines, medicine,
seeds, and all the other items needed for
this afternoon's clinic. The destination is
Chikanta, a village about 20 kilometers
away. The clinic team f r o m Macha Mission Hospital (Zambia) is ready to make
its monthly visit. The clinic team consists
of t w o nursing s t u d e n t s , o n e Z E N
(Zambian enrolled n u r s e — L P N equivalent), a midwife, a general working girl,
and a health assistant. R o s e Shannon,
an R N , heads up the team.
The 50-minute ride over bumpy, washedout dirt roads passes quickly as the
group sings one song after another,
sometimes in Tonga, sometimes in English. A chorus of "what a wonderful
driver" reassures Rose that she has
indeed mastered driving the four-wheel
drive vehicle over these roads.
Once at Chikanta the vehicle is quickly
unloaded and the group gathers on the
porch of the small health center, where a
"dresser"—a person with minimal medical training—gives very basic health care
between clinic visits. Over 100 mothers
with their children are already gathered
there. We begin with a short devotional
time: h y m n singing, Bible reading,

Rose Shannon:

Public health nurse, etc.
by Laurie Sharp

Scripture memorization, and praying.
This is followed by a health talk given by
one of the nursing students. Today the
topic is tuberculosis.
The group then scatters to their respective duties. Rose has trained them
well and needs to give only a few directions. The midwife examines pregnant
women; the Z E N gives vaccines; others
weigh babies. Rose begins to examine
the long line of babies, listening to the
complaints the mothers give. She checks
the child's records and decides if it is due
any vaccinations. Vaccines against tuberculosis, diptheria, polio, and measles are
those frequently given at clinics.
"Uli buti mwana?THow
is the child?")
she asks over and over. A nursing student translates when the answer is too
difficult for Rose's Tonga. The complaints are numerous and diverse. A m o n g
the problems seen today are scabies, ear

infections, conjunctivitis, skin abscesses,
malaria, dehydration, and
kwashiorkor
(protein malnutrition). Occasionally
Rose helps the midwife examine a
woman. Today, two of the w o m e n will
have to go back with us to Macha for
t r e a t m e n t — o n e with a n i n c o m p l e t e
abortion, another with a pelvic disease.
A severely dehydrated child will also
need to go back.
During the afternoon, the health assistant sells many packs of vegetable seeds
in an effort to encourage good nutrition.
Weighing the children reveals that many
of them are underweight. Crops have
been poor due to the drought, and it
shows in the weights of the children.
Rose gives milk powder as a protein
s u p p l e m e n t for the severely undernourished.
The clinic ends with family planning
instructions for those w h o desire it. Rose

Cuban pastor visits Nicaragua
In March, Juana Garcia, pastor of the
Cuatro C a m i n o s Brethren in Christ
Church in Cuba, had the opportunity to
enjoy a four-week visit to Nicaragua.
While there, she stayed with Rev. and
Mrs. Enrique Palacios and preached in
several Brethren in Christ congregations.
This trip, her first time outside Cuba,
overlapped R o y Sider's visit.
Juana affirms the growth of the church
in Cuba. They have services all but two
nights of the week. One of those services
is held in the Nazareno Church, a branch
congregation f r o m Cuatro Caminos.
Because of work responsibilities, people
are not all able to attend the same services. The attendance at any one service
may range as high as 60 people.
There are new Christian homes being
formed as people are married in the
church; new people are coming to faith
in Christ and attending services. There
are families attending w h o have small
children w h o share in the Sunday school.
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Juana Garcia (front row, right), with Pastor Jose Leon and his wife, and (back row)
Enrique Palacios and two Nicaraguan evangelists.
The emphasis of the church in Cuba is
to live the Christian life in their everyday
contacts with people. Several persons
w h o attended Sunday school as children
n o w are a part of the congregation. Oth-

ers without previous church background
have also become a part of the church
Praise God for Juana's opportunity to
have fellowship with the Nicaraguan
churches. Pray that Juana will receive
Evangelical
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Rose gives instructions on family
planning at the clinic.
a

m

gives out birth control pills, making sure
the women understand how to take
them.
Having seen all the patients, it's time
to leave. There were 129 children in all—
a relatively small clinic. The Land Cruiser
is packed up again, this time with the
three patients to go back to Macha as
well as the clinic team. Singing again
prevails on the return trip. It was a good
clinic.
This was a fairly typical clinic trip for
Rose, but not always do things go so
smoothly. Often there are new students

and workers to be broken in. There are
also the frustrations of clinics: the irregular attendance by patients, the way
patients often lose their records, the
health and nutrition talks that never
seem to sink in. But someone has to cope
with it and try to make improvements.
Rose does a good job of both.
Rose Shannon came to Macha in
May of 1982 at age 24. One of her best
assets is flexibility, and that has qualified
her for a variety of positions, filling in
where someone was needed. After the
initial orientation to all the wards, she

permission from the Cuban government
to attend the International Brethren in
Christ Fellowship in France this summer.
—Roy Sider

attendance: theological students and
faculty, pastors, church leaders and
friends representing 15 denominations.
With simplicity and clarity, Dr. Stott
covered issues relating to understanding
and proclaiming God's Word in cultural
context. The discussion periods that followed gave evidence of new and deeper
thinking, a pleasant affirmation for any
lecturer.
We were pleased that four Brethren in
Christ from Choma were in attendance:
principal of Sikalongo Bible Institute,
Fannie Longenecker; principal designate
of SBI, Yotham Sikwangala; Macha
pastor, Enock Shamapani; and translator and evangelist, Moses Munsaka.
Richard and Kathy Stuebing graciously
entertained the Brethren in Christ participants to a lunch-hour visit in their
home, allowing the group a special time
for genial interchanges with Dr. Stott.
We will all long remember Dr. Stott's
visit—especially the vice-principal of
TCCA, Rich Stuebing, who found in

Dr. John Stott visits TCCA
The Theological College of Central
Africa (TCCA), Ndola, Zambia, was the
site for a series of lectures on "Handling
Rightly the Word of Truth" by world
renowned Dr. John Stott. This theologian from Great Britain is recognized as
a leading authority on biblical interpretation and evangelism.
This visit, March 2-3, was the last stop
of a tour arranged by the Accrediting
Council for Theological Education. The
fact that this was Dr. Stott's 10th trip to
Africa would underscore his belief in the
quote that "he who has drunk of the
waters of Africa must return again to
quench his thirst."
It was thrilling to feel the enthusiasm
and appreciation of the 200 people in
June 1984

was in charge of the women's ward for
awhile. When the public health nurse left
on short notice, Rose took her place.
Recently the nursing school has been
short-staffed, so she finds herself teaching an anatomy course as well as the
usual lectures on primary health care.
Later this year she will be in charge of
surgery again. At least she can't complain about getting into a rut.
Of course Rose's presence is felt and
appreciated outside of the nursing sphere
also. She has been active with the nursing students, organizing their 1982 Christmas play and leading some of their Bible
studies. She's been active on church
outreach teams as well. She initiated the
Bible reading and memorization that is
now a part of each clinic. Additionally,
her cheerfulness and enthusiasm are a
constant witness to the joy and purpose
that God has given to her life.
Mission life brings out capabilities
and strengths that most of us never knew
we had. Certainly that is true of Rose,
and I have a feeling we haven't seen
everything yet!
Laurie Sharp is the pharmacist at Macha
Mission Hospital and a good friend of Rose.

Dr. Stott a fellow ornithologist.—Miriam
K. Stern

Indians and Nepalese
are hungry for God's Word
In November 1983, 33 Nepalese
accepted Jesus as Lord and were baptized. Many more are coming to the
Lord. Nine Santal (Indian) families have
accepted Christ at a new church planting
area and are holding worship services.
People from many villages are asking
that the gospel be brought to them.
Thank God for one person from
Nepal who is attending seminary. Two
Indian men will begin seminary training
next year. Continue to pray for the
Indian church leaders that they might
know the power of the Holy Spirit. Pray
that the Lord would choose many more
young people for his work in this growing church.—Moses Marandi, District
Superintendent, Banmankhi West District, India.
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Lord, what good
can we do
in these
few short weeks?

kby
» nDoris
n r i e C.
Cober

Sitting on a hard wooden bench in a
second-class train compartment, I was
slightly squashed between my husband
on one side and a young Hindu mother
with her baby suffering from diarrhea
on the other side. Glancing down at my
blouse, I saw two black bugs making
their way across the white cloth. I quickly
flicked them onto the floor—so hard
that they disappeared before I could
stomp on them—and shuddered at the
thought of similar creatures sneaking
into our luggage and probably creeping
up my long skirt. Our train had been
crawling in a leisurely manner across
North Bihar, India, for hours now, with
lengthy stops at every station along the
way. Our train compartment, designed
for about 16 persons, presently held 46,
and the body heat combined with the
sun's rays beating down on the train
made the atmosphere stifling. Our water
bottle, filled in Delhi the day before,
now contained only a small amount of
warm water that tasted of plastic. And
for the first time since we had left Canada, I was thankful that our four children had not been able to come with us.
In my hot, thirsty, cramped situation,
I sent up a rather desperate prayer to
God. "Dear Lord," I asked, "What good
can we possibly do during these few
short weeks in India that will make all
this worthwhile?"
N o direct answer came to me at that
minute. But then I remembered many of
the details that had worked out so well,
making it possible for Jim and me to set
out on this teaching-assignment trip.
These thoughts filled me with a quiet

From 1964 to 1975 Jim and Doris Cober
were missionaries in India. Now
pastoring
the Port Colborne Brethren in Christ Church
in Ontario, Jim and Doris were asked to
return to India in October of1983 to share in
several weeks of leadership
training.
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reassurance that the Lord had directed
us this far and would continue to do so.
Over the next several weeks, through
our exciting India experiences and
through our post-India reflecting, I began
to realize some of the good that God was
able to accomplish during that time.
One of the main benefits of our trip
was the reestablishing of a relationship
with our brothers and sisters in India.
Jim and I, young and married just a
year, had gone to India in 1964, eager for
this new adventure into which the Lord
was leading us. We had adjusted fairly
easily and quickly to life there, basically
enjoying everything from our work to
the spicy Indian food. When we returned
to live again in Canada in 1975, we
brought with us not only our four children who had been born in India, but also
thought patterns and priorities which
had been shaped by 11 years in the East.
In our efforts to readjust to living in this
Western society, we had probably closed
the door a bit too firmly on India. So
going back to India for those few weeks
enabled us to pick up some strands of
friendship which had been left dangling.
Another very rewarding aspect of our
visit was seeing a number of the students
who had been in the schools and hostels
during our years in India now growing
into young adults who are taking initiative and leadership in the church in
India. Some of these participated in the
seminars and conferences we were involved in during this trip. It was exciting
to sense their commitment and concern.
Living in India those few weeks last
fall also vividly underscored our dependence on the Lord, and his care and
protection for his children. One evening
I entered our bathroom, carrying a candle since the electricity was off. I saw a
long black mark against the white-washed
wall and I thought, "That's odd, I didn't
remember a big crack in the wall like
that." Then the "crack" began to wiggle

and move sinuously—fortunately, away
from me—and I screamed for Jim! That
snake was the first of six poisonous
kraits which my quick-witted husband
killed in the bathroom that week, usually at night when the electricity was off.
I would stand shaking, holding a flashlight or candle to give light while Jim
battled the snakes with a bamboo stick
and a butcher knife.
Perhaps the main "good" of this trip,
however, was to remind us of our biblical responsibility to each other as parts
of the church. Indifference and apathy
to the plight of brothers and sisters in the
Lord is never a characteristic of true
Christians. Seeing and talking with our
friends in India who are struggling with
suffering and various problems hit us
with an emotional impact that we did
not expect. Suffering and pain and trials
certainly do not happen only in the
East—there are plenty in the West as
well. Yet it does seem that India has
more than its rightful share. So, when
part of our body is hurting, we are compelled to care and to share, to pray and
to try to show love in action.
As I look back on our trip, the concerns of one individual and two families
are impressed on my memory. The
events surrounding these people illuminated the injustice and needs of our
Indian brothers and sisters. But they
also demonstrated the strength and tenacity of their character.
One young man who is presently on
the Brethren in Christ Youth Executive
Committee is Patras Panna. Patras had
been in the Barjora school and hostel
when we lived there, and I remembered
him as a rather serious boy who would
unexpectedly show a wide smile.
Patras had completed his college work

Three stories illustrate
both the injustices and
needs facing our Indian
brothers and sisters,
as well as the
strength and tenacity
of their character.
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Doris Cober and Jim (not shown) led several workshops while in India.
for a bachelor's degree, but when he
went to take his final exams, some of his
fellow students resented the fact that this
young Uraon tribal should attempt to
d o this. So, as he was riding on his bicycle to the examination hall, they ganged
up o n him, knocked him off his cycle,
and battered him enough that he could
not take his exams. A determined person, Patras tried again to take his exams
at the next opportunity, but again fellows barred him at the door of the e x a m
hall and would not allow him to enter to
take his exams. Realizing there is no
h u m a n being to w h o m Patras can g o to
deal with such a lack of justice leaves one
with a helpless feeling.
As we were in our jeep, leaving to
catch the train back to Delhi, Patras was
in the group that was saying goodbye. I
wished with all my heart that I could
have said or done something to help him
achieve his goals. Trite words (the Hindi
equivalent of "Everything will work out
O. K.") were on the tip of my tongue. But
1 couldn't say them when I knew very
well that everything probably would not
work out O.K. What can we d o except
pray that most important prayer: that
Patras will remain true to his Lord in
any and all circumstances?
Another person I cannot forget is
Sona. When we lived in India, Sona was
a young mother with three boys about
the same ages as our children. Sharing a
number of c o m m o n interests, we became
friends. During this visit, Sona attended
a women's seminar that I was teaching.
This gave us s o m e time to catch up on
the experiences of the past several years.
Sona's husband Yohan had been the
housefather of the Barjora boys' hostel,
June
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but he resigned that job in search of
greater income since they needed more
money if they were to be able to educate
their boys. (Laughing, Sona had told
me, "My boys are going to get an education if I have to g o without clothes!" Yet
she was very serious, for getting some
education is probably the only way to
have any hope of rising above a very
bare existence.)
Yohan began running a little threewheeled taxicab to make some money
and, in the effort to make a bit more,
started working Sundays, too. One Sunday he was taking some customers in his
taxi. Seemingly without reason, the taxi
crashed, throwing Yohan out of the cab,
badly injured. He was taken to the
Madhipura Christian Hospital where he
lay unconscious for three days. During
those three days, Sona prayed and vowed
that, if the Lord would allow her husband to live, they would again serve the
Lord and the church. Yohan recovered
and is n o w a church planter, going out
with a team into the villages a m o n g his
fellow Santals.
But that was not the end of Sona's
story. Her youngest son, now twelve
years old, is in second grade because he
is not able to talk. A simple operation is
needed to correct this defect, but 500
rupees is an enormous sum to save when
there are the normal expenses of living
plus 100 rupees for the oldest son's high
school exams, etc.
In this situation—and in so many
others—much more is needed than just
saying, "I hope everything works out
well for you, and I will be praying for
you."
"Suppose a brother or sister is with-

out clothes and daily food. If one of you
says to him, 'Go; I wish you well; keep
warm and well fed,' but does nothing
about his physical needs, what good is it?
In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not
accompanied by action, is dead" (James
2:15-17).
The third happening that persists in
my memory occurred on the train as we
were leaving Bihar. Seated in our c o m partment directly across from us was a
Hindu family: a big, paunchy father; a
thin, harassed m o t h e r with a baby
wrapped up in her arms; and two toddlers.
The father was sleeping, his head nodding and jerking as the train rushed
along, while the exhausted mother had
to care for the children. I thought indignantly, "Here is a typical H i n d u —
unfeeling and unloving." Then I saw that
father wake up, go to their luggage and
take out f o o d which he fed to the little
boy and girl and gave to his wife. At the
next station, he went to get fresh water
for them to drink and took the little ones
to the washroom. More people crowded
into the compartment, and he sat on the
hard w o o d e n armrest at the end of the
bench, letting his wife remain on the
relatively comfortable seat. Then I saw
the baby which the mother had kept
partly hidden under her sari. His eyes
were dreadfully crossed and diseased,
and he was obviously in pain, for he kept
whimpering. The mother would massage his little forehead, and he would fall
into a fitful sleep for a little while. The
tired mother would then lean her head
back and sleep, too, until the baby again
woke up. She would nurse him, massage
his hurting head; he would fall asleep,
and then the whole process would be
repeated. Meanwhile, the father had set
the little girl on a ledge beside the wind o w where she was having fun looking
out and chattering to her "Papa," as she
called him. I smiled at her and she
grinned back. Then the father turned,
and seeing me smiling, smiled gently too.
When she fell asleep, her father, still sitting o n that hard narrow armrest,
propped his arm under her little legs so
they would not be hurt by the sharp edge
of the shelf.
I found myself praying to God to
s o m e h o w shine his love and mercy into
these lives. And I prayed that he would
forgive me for being so quick to judge,
for thinking that these people were
s o m e h o w beyond the reach of his love.
And I remembered that God so loved
the five members of this Hindu family,
that he sent his only begotten Son . . .
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Fulfillment of a Vision
The revision of The Foundation Series for Children
by Harriet Bicksler
When the new Sunday School year
begins in September, the first quarter of
the revised Foundation Series for Children will be available for use. This is not
to be confused with the original curriculum first published in 1977, or with the
editions containing relatively minor revisions released in the years since then.
Although the newly-revised curriculum
remains almost identical in content and
appearance with the original series, a
number of significant changes have been
made to make it easier for teachers to
use and more attractive to students.
The Foundation Series originally took
its name and its basic purpose from I
Corinthians 3:11: "No one can lay any
foundation other than the one already
laid, which is Jesus Christ."The curriculum systematically surveys the entire
Bible, but always in the light of God's
final revelation in Jesus Christ. The revisions have preserved and strengthened
the content and purpose, and have
focused on revamping the format of the
teachers' and students' guides to reflect
the needs and desires of congregational
users. The remainder of this article will
highlight the major changes that have
been made.
Teacher's Guide
One of the first criticisms of the original Foundation Series was that it seemed
to assume that most Sunday School
teachers are trained educators and know
instinctively what to do with materials
that are handed to them. Realizing that
this is not the case, but that the average
Sunday School teacher is a dedicated
volunteer with little or no teacher training or experience, the publishers, editors
and writers have worked hard to simplify the teacher's outline for each lesson.
One writer per grade level was assigned
to revise all eight quarters. This was
done to achieve consistency between
quarters. Further, each of the six writers
18

the lesson; three objectives, listed under
"Seta Direction," specifically and realistically state what the teacher ought to be
able to achieve within the time period of
the lesson. Also, as part of the introduction to the lesson itself, a section entitled
"Study the Bible" provides background
information on the Bible story to be studied. There is also a list of materials needed
(such as glue, scissors, posterboard, crayons old magazines) and several suggestions to guide the teacher's thinking as
he or she prepares.
The lesson itself is clearly separated
into several sections: "Getting Started,"
"Bible Study," "Response" (including
activities for students to do based on the
lesson and items in the Student Guide),
"Alternate Suggestions," and "Reflect

was given a specific format to follow so
that there is also consistency across the
entire curriculum. While diversity still
exists (which is desirable!), teachers will
now know what to expect and will not
be thrown off guard by new and different styles of writing and teaching each
quarter.
With the use of marginal headings to
set off the various parts of each lesson,
the teacher is guided step by step through
the lesson. New teaching methods are
limited and thoroughly explained when
they appear. The central idea for each
lesson is clearly stated: a "Story Focus"
briefly summarizes the Bible story under
consideration; a "Faith Mearning" describes (in terms which are appropriate to
the particular age level) the meaning of
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and Look Ahead." Previous users of the
Foundation Series will likely recognize
these headings already. The major
changes, however, are in specific efforts
to allow for special problems that teachers
may encounter—small classes, children
from unchurched families, poor readers,
etc.—and to suggest ways to modify the
lesson to meet those needs. For example, in Session 10 of Year II, Quarter 3,
Grades 7 and 8, Thy Kingdom
Come
(rewritten by Mary Ebersole, a member
of the Speedwell Heights Brethren in
Christ Church), there is a chart to fill in
by referring to a passage in Matthew.
Because poor readers might have difficulty understanding the passage, a cassette
recording of a dramatic reading is provided. The writer notes: "Some people
are better visual learners, while others
are auditory learners who learn best
through hearing."
Student Guide
In some cases, student materials have
been revised to make the language suitable for the ages using it. (For example,
first and second graders are in the same
class, but usually vary greatly in reading
ability.) Sometimes this has meant rewriting stories or including different
activities for differing abilities.
Each lesson contains at least one "fun
activity" for students to do. This is in
answer to the desires of teachers to have
more pencil and puzzle activities. Some
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may take the form of unscrambling
names or filling in maps, while others are
art activities such as creating collages or
posters. In Session 8 of the Student
Guide for Year II, Quarter 3, Grades 7
and 8, there is a "Create a Collage" activity in which students are invited to cut or
tear pictures from magazines which represent acceptance or rejection, and to glue
them on posterboard in clusters representing each feeling.
In an attempt to extend the Sunday
school lesson beyond Sunday morning,
there are also activities which invite family participation. These include bringing
things from home to use in the next
class, or take-home materials which parents can use to build on the learning that
has already taken place. In the new revision, the variety of sizes and shapes of
student guides will be limited, there will
be only one student guide per quarter,
and there will be a take-home piece each
Sunday for Preschool, Kindergarten,
and Grades 1 and 2.
Previous editions of the Foundation
Series for Children were perhaps guilty
of assuming that most students come
from church families or have previous
Bible knowledge. Realizing that many
children who come to Sunday school
receive little or no Bible training at
home, the writers have attempted to
minimize references to other Bible stories which are not a part of the lesson.
Also, each session will be complete in
itself so that those who attend irregularly
can relate well to the class. This is particularly important during the summer
quarters when Sunday school is less
well-attended. In addition, consideration has been given to developing intergenerational and interage study guides
to allow for more flexible use of the
people and resources available during
the summer.
Other considerations
Both the Revised Standard Version
and the New International Version of
the Bible are used in the revised series.
For memory work in the earlier levels,
the translation best suited for memorization is used. In Grades 3 to 8, both translations are used in the Teachers Guide,
while one is chosen for printing in the
student material. This offers the opportunity for comparative study of different
translations and for choosing the one
preferred by teachers and students.
Working on the belief that the learning that takes place in Sunday school
ought to extend or be transferred to the
next page,
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Churches review
Foundation Series
by Gail Purcell
As a field representative for Foundation Series, I have the opportunity to
discuss general curriculum needs with
many congregations, as well as responses
to the Foundation Series in particular. I
can now share with you some of the
initial reactions to the revised Foundation Series which will be available for
use this September.
When the Foundation Series was first
published in 1977, many Brethren in
Christ congregations used the materials,
at least for. a trial period. The churches
which used the Series were pleased. Basically, people want a curriculum whose
content is biblically based and supportive of our church doctrines and teachings. The content of the curriculum
was—and is—what we want our children to hear.
However, a curriculum must be "teachable." It must contain many and varied
helps for the teacher and not require too
much preparation time. This is what has
been addressed in the revision. The previous article explains many of the changes
which have been made.
Many of the same congregations which
initially used the curriculum are now
examining the revised materials. Here's
what Brethren in Christ congregations
are saying about the newly revised Foundation Series:
— We like the newformat of the teacher's
guide. It's organized so clearly and
simply now. It gives better
guidance
for teachers.
— There has been a definite
improvement in the illustrations and an increase
in color
throughout.
— We 're so glad they made the teach aids
more durable. For example,
cassette
tapes now replace those flimsy
vinyl
records.

And one woman from the Rosebank
congregation, Hope, Kansas, said:
—I loved the curriculum before, with the
variety of ideas it gave. The revision
just makes it better and easier to teach!

Samples of the revised materials are
available now. So take the opportunity
to examine them in your congregation
and share in discovering the fulfillment
of a vision for a denominational curriculum.
Gail Purcell serves as publication and curriculum consultant for the Brethren in Christ
Publication
Board.
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from page 19
h o m e and to other aspects of congregational life, the writers and editors have
suggested ways to do that. For example,
students are encouraged to prepare their
memory work for the entire congregation, and pastors are provided with this
kind of "ready-made" feature for worship services. Taking advantage of these
suggestions can enhance the relationship
between Sunday school and worship,
and between teacher and pastor, by
helping one to compliment the other.

Department of Religion and Philosophy professors, all Brethren in Christ, present at
the Martin H. Schrag testimonial dinner Robert Ives, Alden Long, Martin Schrag,
Owen Alderfer, Luke L. Keefer, Jr., and John Yeatts.
Martin Schrag Honored
The Messiah College Department of
Religion and Philosophy honored Dr.
Martin H. Schrag at a testimonial dinner
in March attended by a large group of
colleagues and former students.
Following several oral tributes (more
people volunteered than time allowed),
three presentations were made to Dr.
Schrag: first, a plaque inscribed "Presented to Martin H. Schrag, P h . D . , for
30 years of distinguished service as Professor of History of Christianity, 19541984;" second, a notebook with many
written tributes, entitled "A Martin H.
Schrag M e m o r y Book;" and third, a
check for m o n e y given by friends toward
"The Martin H. Schrag Collection on
Anabaptism and Peace for the Learning

Tournament Results
The annual spring sports tournament,
sponsored by Messiah College for BrethBasketball
"A" League
"B" League
"C" League
Volleyball
"A" League
"B" League
Bowling
Table Tennis

C o m m e n c e m e n t Speaker
Dr. Arthur Climenhaga, General Secretary of the Brethren in Christ Church
and former president of Messiah College, gave the Commencement address
at Messiah College on May 12, 1984.
Student Leaders
The Messiah College Student Association elected Jolene Byer, Upland, CA,
as Treasurer for the 1984-85 year, and
Mark Heise, N e w Madison, O H , as
Chief Justice.

ren in Christ churches, had 33 congregations participating this year. The results
were as follows:

Champion
Paramount I
Cedar Grove I
Antrim II

Runner- Up
Mechanicsburg I
Chambersburg I
Cumberland Valley

Manor
Carlisle
N e w Guilford
Manor

Elizabethtown
Antrim
Mastersonville
Air Hill

The participating congregations were:
Air Hill, Antrim, Carlisle, Cedar Grove,
Cedar Heights, Chambersburg, Clarence
Center, C o n o y , Cross Roads, Cumberland Valley, Dillsburg, Elizabethtown,
Fairland, Fairview Avenue, Five Forks,
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Resources Center of Messiah College"
(through 4-17, $ 1,135 has been received).
Although Dr. Schrag is "retiring," he
will be teaching about nine hours each
semester next year.

Grantham, Green Spring, Hollowell,
Jemison Valley, Lancaster, Manheim,
Manor, Mastersonville, Mechanicsburg,
Montgomery, Morning Hour, Mt. Rock,
N e w Guilford, Palmyra, Paramount,
Roseglen, Skyline View, and Souderton.

Any discussion of the Foundation
Series needs to conclude with a list of the
special emphases which are important to
the series and which distinguish it from
other available curricula. These emphases
are noted when they occur in a lesson in
an effort to direct teachers to more effective use of the series. This list includes
many issues which we as Brethren in
Christ consider crucial in our understanding of the gospel: patterning our
lives after Jesus, sin/salvation/forgiveness, peace/ nonresistance, peace in interpersonal relationships, the work of the
Holy Spirit, the church's mission in the
world, global and cross-cultural awareness, stewardship of time and money,
care for God's creation and the environment, Christian family relations, social
issues in the school and community,
alcohol/drug abuse, human sexuality,
the believers'church heritage. Using the
Foundation Series for Children can be
an effective way to teach our children
our beliefs about God, Jesus Christ, and
h o w to live as Christians in our world.
The revision of the Foundation Series
for Children has been an attempt "to
fulfill more completely the original vision
of the editors and writers." By bringing a
greater level of consistency to the curriculum, explaining and limiting the number
of new teaching methods, using advance
organizers, providing alternate suggestions for special situations, improving
the language of student materials, and
including at least one "fun activity" per
lesson, the writers and editors believe
that they have made the series more useful and attractive to a broader range of
congregations.
This article is adapted from a series of
articles on the revision of the
Foundation
Series by Laurence Martin, General Editor.
Harriet Bicksler is one of the readers for
Grades 7 and 8, and serves as page editor for
the Board of Christian
Education.
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Bible quizzing—
Brooklyn style
It all began in the summer of 1980,
after our church attended General Conference in West H a m i l t o n , Ontario,
Canada. We saw Bible quizzing for the
first time. We were interested in Bible
quizzing and after several discussions,
Pastor Grafton Forbes suggested that
we start a team. Thirteen y o u n g people
from our congregation were interested
in b e c o m i n g quizzers, but it later boiled
d o w n to only f i v e — S h e l d o n Miller,
Delbert Hagley, Ronald Williams, Denise
Roach, Jenine Jones and one scorekeeper, Millicent B i s h o p — w h o were

willing to make the sacrifice. Pastor
Forbes agreed to coach the team.
We were ignorant of the rules of Bible
quizzing. We practiced for a month o n
the church pews without any lights, preparing for our first quiz in January 1981.
However, during our preparation for
the first quiz, something new began to
happen. The members of the team were
beginning to grow closer to each other.
We wondered why, but s o o n we realized
it was not something strange; rather, the
Holy Spirit was beginning to m o v e
within and a m o n g us through our devotional times together. We went many
places together, laughed and cried together, and cared for each other.

These articles were prepared jointly by the
members of the Pilgrim Chapel Bible Quiz
Team.

Our first competition was scheduled
to be at the Elizabethtown church o n
January 10, 1981. Arriving at the Lancaster church on the 9th, we were warmly
welcomed by Charlie Crider, our regional

The story of the
Pilgrim Chapel quiz team

Quizmaster, and a few other members of
the church.
We were happy to meet new friends in
our denomination. Charlie was also
pleased to see that a Brethren in Christ
team from N e w York was willing to
quiz. However, he felt a great deal of
sympathy for us and tried to encourage
us against the potential devastation: "I
would like you all to k n o w that you are
first time quizzers and you may know
the answers to the questions, but you
may not be able to get the questions as
quickly as some of the other seasoned
quizzers."
After we prayed, we sat d o w n for him
to give us a practice quiz. He began to
call a few questions and as we jumped,
he was so pleased that he said jokingly,
"I may have to eat my words!"
In the morning we traveled to Elizanext page,

please

Quizzing in the life
of our congregation
Because our congregation is so small,
many of the responsibilities are overlapping. The members of the quiz team find
themselves involved in the various activities of our church. M o s t of the members
of the team hold leadership positions
and are also members of the youth choir.
We seem to spend more time at the
church than we d o at our o w n homes.
Participation in the quizzing program
has done a lot to benefit our congregation. Because of the team's success, the
congregation is better k n o w n to the
denomination at large. The adults of our
church have c o m e to realize that not all
young people are irresponsible. M a n y
adults seem to stereotype young people.
We broke that stigma and became a
group of y o u n g people dedicated to
Jesus Christ. The adults recognize that
difference and respect us for it.
Our quizzing program is very different from other churches. It is a lot more
expensive for us than for most because
June
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The 1983 Pilgrim Chapel team—(front, l-r) Kim Thomas, Camille Forbes, Millicent
Bishop, Denise Roach. (Back) Jenine Jones, Sheldon Miller, Ronald Williams, Grafton
Forbes (coach).
all of our quizzing takes place in states
other than our own. The congregation
budgets money for us, but it does not
cover our expenses. In order to have the
necessary funds to travel, we took o n the
responsibility as custodians of our church.
The income received from our custodial

duties, as well as from the budgeted
funds, is used for registration, gas, f o o d ,
lodging, and other expenses incurred by
quizzing.
We are grateful to our parents and the
other members of our congregation for
their support.
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bethtown for the quizzing competition.
We lost our first quiz to Refton and our
second to Lancaster. We w o n the following seven quizzes but then lost the last to
Free Grace. We were very pleased with
the o u t c o m e of the day. At the end we
negotiated with Mr. Crider for a set of
lights, and returned h o m e with great
expectations for future quizzes.
We continued to study and trust God
for his direction and for the ability to
remember the Scriptures we had studied. In April, we competed in the Lancaster Invitational Tournament, and,
with the m o m e n t u m gained there, went
o n to win the Regional playoffs and the
General Conference playoffs in Ohio.
We also competed in the World Bible
Quiz competition in Chicago, where we
placed third.
After the quizzing competitions were
completed for the first year and we
returned to Brooklyn, we saw the need
to minister to the y o u n g people in our
community. We did so by means of a
summer school program.
The number of students w h o attended
surpassed our original expectations. We
expected about 25, but as the program
progressed, our enrollment increased to
65 within the first week. At the close of
our summer school program, all of the
students except one made a commitment to Jesus Christ. We praised God
for this and also for the quizzing which
made us see the need to minister to the
y o u n g people in our community. We
had a great year in 1981.
In 1982, we began quizzing with more

experience and knowledge of quizzing.
We were determined to d o our best to let
others see Christ exalted in our quizzing,
that they t o o might have the desire to be
fully committed to Christ. God brought
us through that year with the participation of only four quizzers. We won the
General Conference playoffs and for the
first time we also w o n the World competition, where Delbert Hagley placed fifth
and Denise Roach ninth in the individual scoring.
During 1983, our third year of quizzing, we were invited to Oregon to compete in the Labish Invitational. Our
team also ministered to the congregation
and teams in Oregon through songs, testimonies and in a discussion concerning
the many problems young people face in
N e w York. We thank God for Pastor
Ginder and the congregation as they
expressed warm love to us as East met
West.
This was another successful year in
competition (we placed first in the General Conference playoffs and at the
World tournament), and in our personal
lives. We anticipate another good year in
1984 even though we lost two of our
quizzers. They were replaced by Lisa
and Deborah Bailey.
We have had our ups and downs, but
in spite of that, our goals for this year
and for the future are no different than
they were originally. We want to know
God's word and to live the life he wants
us to live, and to glorify the name of
Jesus Christ so that others will want to
commit themselves to God through Jesus.

. . . and

When They
Shall Ask

A dramatic 90-minute documentary
film on the history
of the Russian Mennonites.

Some premiere showings:
Thurs., June 7, 8:00 p.m.—Lighthouse Youth Center, Marion, PA
Fri., June 8, 8:00 p.m.—Lancaster Mennonite High School, Lancaster, PA
Sat., June 9, 8:00 p.m.—Lancaster Mennonite High School, Lancaster, PA
Sun., June 10, 3:00 & 8:00 p.m.—Christopher Dock School, Lansdale, PA
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Self'Proflles of Two Quizzers
Sheldon Miller I a m 20 years old and
have been the captain of the Pilgrim
Chapel quiz team for the past three
years. M y experiences in quizzing are
some of the best I've ever had.
I was born on the island of Trinidad in
the West Indies and came to the United
States in 1971 when I was seven. I first
lived in the Bronx, but later moved to
Brooklyn. I grew up in the church, but
got involved with the wrong people very
early. I never really got into serious
trouble, but bad company corrupts g o o d
character.
My father died in 1975 when I was 11.
After I entered high school, my family
moved to a new neighborhood where I
made new friends. I was swept up into
trying to keep up with the guys. We
started out playing football, and moved
on to beer, liquor, pot, and other narcotics. M y belief in God and commitment
to Jesus Christ became a ritual and not a
reality.
In 1980, quizzing came into the picture for the first time. I began studying
Corinthians and really began to grow
spiritually. But I soon lost sight of my
priorities. People and things began to
take the place of quizzing and my c o m mitment to Jesus Christ. I got involved
in a relationship with a young lady and
my attention was then divided between
her and the approaching quizzing year. I
was not devoting my full time or concentration to quizzing, and my quizzing
reflected it. I also started playing football for a team, so then my attention was
divided between quizzing, football, and
the young lady. After the first few
quizzes, I realized h o w poorly I was
quizzing.
The team realized what my problems
were and took direct steps to remedy the
situation. I reevaluated my priorities and
put Christ and quizzing back into first
place. I quit the football team and ended
my relationship with the girl. M y quizzing took an amazing upswing; the team
was back to where we felt we should
have been and where we believed God
wanted us to be. I look back and see
where Christ and quizzing have kept my
spiritual temperature where it should be;
I've stayed away from drugs, liquor, jail,
and the wrong crowd, and my life has
taken on meaning and direction.
I would encourage other quizzers not
to let anything or anyone come between
them and what God has called them to
do. In Matthew 6:33, Jesus tells us to
seek him first and his righteousness and
Evangelical
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everything else we need will be added. I
thank God for the ability that he has
given me to study his Word. A lot of
people might think that their own knowledge is enough to make them successful
quizzers, but God's Word says that it is
not by might nor power, but by his Spirit
(Zech. 4:6).
Ronald Williams: I am 17 years old. I
was born on the island of Trinidad off
the coast of Venezuela. I migrated to the
United States with my family in 1971 at
the age of five. I am a member of the
Pilgrim Chapel Brethren in Christ
Church, Brooklyn, New York.
Bible quizzing has had a tremendous
impact on my life. I started quizzing in
my freshman year of high school when I
was 14. That year we quizzed on first
and second Corinthians. I grew up in
and around church, but never experienced God as I did in my first year of
Bible quizzing. God enhanced my ability
to study so that I also excelled in my
schoolwork.
In our first year of quizzing God really
worked through us in a special way. The
barrier of individuality that existed between us was broken down so that God
was able to bind us together. We became
as close as a family because of the love
we had for one another. Two experiences in particular stand out in my mind.
While we were in Ohio for General Conference playoffs, the team had a surprise
15th birthday party for me. Then, during our devotions the last night there,

Delbert Hagley made a commitment to
Christ and I recommitted my life to
Jesus.
We returned to Brooklyn and that's
when my problems began. Since quizzing was completed for that year, my
obligation to come to practice at church
was gone. I got involved with the guys in
my neighborhood, stopped attending
church, and then dropped off the team. I
did things that were not pleasing in
God's sight. I smoked pot, drank liquor,
took drugs, walked around with weapons, and dropped out of school druing
my sophomore year.
Even though I was involved in sports
and with my new friends, I wasn't
happy. I spent hours thinking about my
old friends and teammates and how they
were making out, but I was ashamed to
face them and was afraid of what they
would think of me. Though I gave up on
myself, Pastor Forbes and my teammates did not. They made several attempts
to contact me, but I always avoided
them. If I saw the van coming around
my neighborhood, I would run and dive
under cars or buses.
God wouldn't let go of me, however. I
got into some fights, one of which was
with a guy over a football game. In selfdefense I had to cut him before he cut
me. Then I was in a gang fight between
my football team and another. A couple
of my friends were shot and stabbed. I
realized that it was only God's grace that
saved me from getting killed, so I decided
I'd better lay low for awhile. And what

better place to hide out than by a
church?
I started to hang around at the church
once again, but my involvement was
limited. Pastor Forbes gave me a Bible
and asked me if I wanted to start studying. I told him no, and he said O.K. and
told me to hold on to the Bible anyway.
My conscience began to bother me,
though, and I backed away once again.
Then one day I decided to visit Pastor
Forbes and the team. We had a discussion concerning the team which later
turned into a prayer meeting. I once
again recommitted my life to Jesus
Christ, and asked if I could rejoin the
team. They accepted me without any
reservations, demonstrating their love
and friendship toward me.
I started back to school where I left off
and indulged myself in quizzing wholeheartedly. The high point of the year for
me was the final quiz with Pequea for
the General Conference championship.
The outcome of the quiz depended on
whether or not I answered the last question correctly. Before I knew what had
happened, God in his power lifted me off
my seat and I stood in front of the microphone. My answer was correct and my
team won the championship.
I want to thank the Lord for what he
has done for me, for being merciful to
me and keeping me from danger through
the bad times. I also want to tell others
that the only real joy comes from living
in dedication to Jesus Christ. I've learned
that through personal experience!

Conference Is for youth!
Come, join the fun as together we catch

THE OLYMPIC SPIRIT
Activities include:
• Barbeque in our own Olympic Village
• Exciting sessions led by seasoned
Olympic veterans.

Individual or
team effort?

• Lots of outdoor recreation
• The famed late-night gathering spot—
"The Locker Room"—for music and munchies
• The incredible BIC Olympic Games
• And a very special concert with 1983
Christian Song-writer of the Year,
Michael Card

Register for the whole week at Conference.

SEE YOU THERE. CATCH THE SPIRIT!
June 1984

Michael Card
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churtti nevtis
Ordination services

Christ Church, Spring H o p e , Pa.,
" ere
Rev. M a c k i e has pastored f o r
nearly nine years.
Rev. Earl J. L e h m a n delivered the
s e r m o n a n d Mr. a n d Mrs. A . E. R e y n o l d s , brother-in-law a n d sister t o Rev.
M a c k i e , read the Scripture and played
the organ. M e m b e r s of the c o n g r e g a tion, the Leister family, provided special
music.

Terry and Carol Anne Friesen
Massey Place C o m m u n i t y Church,
S a s k a t o o n , S a s k . , w a s the setting f o r the
o r d i n a t i o n service o f Terry Friesen o n
S u n d a y , M a r c h 25, 1984.
T h e o r d i n a t i o n s e r m o n w a s preached
by R e v . D o u g l a s Sider, s e n i o r pastor.
B i s h o p H a r v e y Sider c o n d u c t e d the cerem o n y of o r d i n a t i o n a n d delivered the
charge. P a s t o r a l leadership present for
the special o c c a s i o n included: Gareth
E v a n s , R o b e r t T h o m p s o n , L l o y d Griffith, G o r d o n Lough and Robert
Climenhaga.
A n a l u m n u s of N i a g a r a Christian
C o l l e g e a n d B r o c k University, Terry
received the M a s t e r s of D i v i n i t y D e g r e e
in pastoral studies at W e s t e r n Evangelical S e m i n a r y in 1979. H e t h e n m o v e d to
S a s k a t o o n w h e r e he a s s u m e d the posit i o n of M i n i s t e r of P a s t o r a l Care at
M a s s e y P l a c e C h u r c h . H i s wife, Carol
A n n e , b e c a m e the director of M a s s e y
P l a c e Children's Centre. T h e c o u p l e
h a v e t w o children, T e r a - L e e a n d T.J. In
A u g u s t 1984, t h e y p l a n t o m o v e t o C a l gary, Alberta, to b e g i n a c h u r c h planting
ministry in this city.

In 1955 K e n n e t h w a s elected to teach
the teen S u n d a y s c h o o l class a n d later
the adult class. H e b e c a m e a lay minister
in 1963, a n d he a n d his wife, M . Pauline,
have b e e n serving the church ever since
that time.

Allegheny Conference
"The Computer and the End Times" was the
topic used by John Parson as he shared recently
with the Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg,
Pa. A mixed quartet from the Antrim congregation presented special music. • On Sunday, April
8, the Carlisle, Pa., congregation met for a groundbreaking service for their new church building.
Each family participated by providing shovels and
breaking ground together.
The Martinsburg, Pa., Church hosted the Messiah College Concert Choir with an overflow
crowd. Following the concert, the pastor, Earl
Herr, baptized two of the choir members who
attended the Martinsburg congregation. • A
musical program was presented to the Montgomery congregation, Mercersburg, Pa., by the Living Miracles, a 42-voice choir.
Twenty-eight persons became charter members
of the Peace Light congregation, Gettysburg, Pa.,
with five more added recently. Rev. Kenneth R.
W. Reid is pastoring this new fellowship. • The
Saxton, Pa., congregation reports many persons,
including a number of young people, were saved
during their recent revival services. Rev. Lome
Lichty was the evangelist.
On Sunday, March 11, the Uniontown, Pa.,
congregation focused on missions. After the pastor's message on "Sowing the Seed " in the morning
service, the group met in the evening for an
around-the-world trip with food to eat from four
different countries.

Atlantic Conference

Pauline and Kenneth Mackie
K e n n e t h M a c k i e w a s o r d a i n e d to the
Christian ministry o n M a r c h 25, 1984.
B i s h o p A l v i n J. B o o k presided over the
service, held in the Spring H o p e Brethren
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A Jewish Passover supper was observed by the
Conoy congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa., on Sunday, March 18. Tom and Sharon Huckel, missionaries with the American Board of Mission to the
Jews, led the congregation. • The Cross Roads
congregation, Mount Joy, Pa., hosted the Atlantic
Conference Missions Prayer Fellowship meeting
on Saturday, April 28.
A practical lecture and practice session on disciplining children was presented to the Harrisburg,
Pa., congregation on a Wednesday evening. The
session was led by Rod Chamberlain. • Dr. Lucille

Wingert presented a special program to the Mount
Pleasant congregation, Mount Joy, Pa., on foster
care. A foster parent, Mrs. Rhoda Yost, accompanied Dr. Wingert and shared personal experiences.
Rev. Luke Keefer, Sr. gave a series of sermons
to the Skyline View congregation, Harrisburg, Pa.,
during Holy Week. The services were concluded
with a fellowship meal on Thursday night.

Canadian Conference
"Sunday School—A Family Affair" was the
theme for the Cross Roads congregation, Kitchener, Ont. The Sunday school staff planned a
Spring Advance for the months of April and May
and set a total attendance goal of 1,000 for the two
months. • Missions Day was observed on Sunday, April 1, by the Falls View congregation, Niagara Falls, Ont. A potluck dinner followed Raymond Sider's sharing. In the afternoon, Leonard
and Muriel Sider told of their trip to Zambia; and
Ross and Thelma Sider spoke about their missions
tour with OMS International.
The Good News congregation, Burlington, Ont.,
received 17 charter members on Sunday, March 4.
Bishop Harvey Sider brought the morning message and Pastor Vern Bosserman led in the reception of members. • A special Sunday school
promotion was held by the Port Colborne, Ont.,
congregation. The main purpose of the promotion, "Operation Andrew," was to introduce people to Christ.
The Westheights congregation, Kitchener, Ont.,
reports that a recent guest speaker on a Sunday
morning was Don Shafer, bishop of the Midwest
and Pacific Conferences.

Central Conference
The youth volleyball team of the Amherst congregation, Massillon, Oh., received the sportsmanship trophy on March 31, during the playoff tournament. • On May 4-6, the film series "Whatever
Happened to the Human Race" was viewed by the
Christian Union congregation, Garrett, In.
The Mooretown congregation, Sandusky, Mi.,
reports their average attendance for Sunday school
and worship increased 27 percent during the
month of March. • Eber and Ruth Dourte led a
Marriage and Family Conference for the Nappanee, In., congregation March 24-27.
A guest of the Pleasant Hill, Oh., congregation
recently was Winnie Thuma. A social worker for
Bible and Medical Missions, she shared in the
morning service and also showed slides of her
work in Nepal following a noon carry-in. • A
couple from the Union Grove congregation, New
Paris, In., Adeeb and Rachel Mickahail, led the
congregation in a Sedar Feast on Palm Sunday.

Midwest Conference
During the recent Pastors' and Wives Retreat
held by the Midwest Conference, an ice storm
caused a power outage. The group spent the entire
weekend without electricity, but used a large fireplace for heat and for cooking their meals.
Evangelical
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The Red Star congregation, Leedey, Ok., reports
having a "sister church exchange" with the Labish
congregation, Salem, Or. (Pacific Conference).
Slides were presented and prayer concerns were
shared. • A guest of the Rosebank congregation,
Hope, Ks., was Diane Robson. She spoke about
her work with Campus Crusade in Africa.

Pacific Conference

Camp Freedom Report
T h e prayers w e n t up. T h e m u s i c r a n g o u t . T h e p r e a c h i n g s o u n d e d f o r t h .
T h e g l o r y c a m e d o w n a n d G o d ' s p e o p l e were blessed. O n e w a s heard
s a y i n g , "It w a s the best C a m p w e ever had. Of c o u r s e , I s a y that e v e r y year."
A n o t h e r w r o t e , "We will be thrilled s h o u l d the L o r d g i v e us a n o t h e r
o p p o r t u n i t y t o visit C a m p F r e e d o m a g a i n . "

The Labish congregation, Salem, Or., held a
Brethren in Christ Life and Faith Seminar on
Sunday, April 8. The afternoon and evening was a
time of discussing the congregation's ministry.

O u r t e a m c o n s i s t e d of V. O. A g a n a n d E. J. L e h m a n a s e v a n g e l i s t s , a n d
P a u l a n d N a n c y Gray, m u s i c i a n s . T h e p r e a c h i n g w a s w i t h great p o w e r ; the
s i n g i n g a d d e d a d i m e n s i o n n e e d e d in e v e r y g o o d c a m p . T h e m i s s i o n a r i e s ,
R o y S i d e r ( B r e t h r e n in Christ M i s s i o n s ) , I v a n S c h w e n n ( W o r l d G o s p e l
Missions) and Grant Nealis ( O M S International) gave global insights to
o u r task. T h e friendly spirit a m o n g the d e a r Christians g a v e f r a g r a n c e t o
the a t m o s p h e r e .

For The Record...

S i x t e e n o t h e r ministers p r e a c h e d d u r i n g the 12-day c a m p . I h o p e I n e v e r
f o r g e t the great m e s s a g e b y R e v . J a m e s K e a t o n , president o f U n i o n Bible
S e m i n a r y . T h e b l o o d of Christ w a s m a g n i f i e d in its p o w e r . Praise the n a m e
of Jesus!

Births
Bennett: Cody Joseph, March 19; Ted and
Cathy Bennett, Heise Hill congregation, Ont.
Berger: Erin Lynn, Jan. 20; Denny and Kathy
Berger, Hollowell congregation, Pa.
Book: Tandi Jean. March 18; Curtis and Leslie
Book, Ekuphileni Institute. Bulawayo, Zimbabwe.
Buhrman: Carol Ann, March 25; John and Bev
Buhrman, Hollowell congregation, Pa.
Christophel: Trenton Allen, March 20; Jay and
Deb Christophel, Hollowell congregation, Pa.
Crider: Jonathan Michael, Feb. 12; Dana and
Judy Crider, Woodstock School, Mussoori, India.
Cullen: Sandi Lyn Marie, March 8; Mark and
Sharon Cullen, Heise Hill congregation, Ont.
Darrenkamp: Adam Michael, Feb. 20; Mike
and Maggie Darrenkamp, Lancaster congregation, Pa.

W o r d s d o n o t a d e q u a t e l y e x p r e s s the value, ministry a n d b l e s s i n g of the
c a m p . Y o u will h a v e t o build it i n t o y o u r s c h e d u l e t o c o m e a n d visit this
b e a u t i f u l c a m p . O u r t e a m f o r the 1985 c a m p is R . G . F r e n c h , K e n R. S m i t h
a n d the Gessners. T h e d a t e s are J a n u a r y 2 3 - F e b r u a r y 3 . — S i m o n A.
Lehman Jr.,
director.

Morsberger: Gretta Brittany, March 10; David
and Pamela Morsberger, Stowe congregation, Pa.
Myers: Rachel Faye, Jan. 12; Ken and Barb
Myers, Hollowell congregation, Pa.
Newcomer: Hope Renee, March 19; Steve and
Chris Newcomer, Waynesboro congregation, Pa.
Oberholtzer: Richard Kelsey, March 13; Rick
and Deb Oberholtzer, Manor congregation, Pa.
CSheehan: Timothy Ryan, March 10; Michael
and Cathy O'Sheehan, Palmyra congregation, Pa.

Davis: Melissa Joy, Feb. 21; Dave and Loretta
Davis, Hollowell congregation, Pa.

Palmer: Katrina Dawn, March 22; Rev. Ralph
and Mary Beth Palmer, Air Hill congregation, Pa.

Domsher: Mariah Christine, April 4; Larry and
Susan Domsher, Fairview congregation, Englewood, Oh.

Rodgers: Morgan Marjorie, March 8; Ken and
Lindy Rodgers, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.

Hang: Khoi, Feb. 20; Tuyen and Nam Hang,
New Guilford congregation. Pa.
Hawkins: Aaron Adam, April 3; Doug and
Cheryl Hawkins, Bertie congregation, Ont.

Ruhl: Douglas Craig, March 29; Jeff and Shirl
Ruhl, Mount Pleasant congregation, Pa.
Sauder: Travis Ray, April 6; Allen and Susan
Sauder, Mountain View congregation, Co.

Hess: Jason Mark, chosen March 23; by Gary
and Donna Hess, Pequea congregation, Pa.

Shelly: Tron David, age 5, and Dane Alan, age
4; chosen by Jim and Beth Shelly, Redland Valley
congregation. Pa.

Horacek: Wendy Rene, March 23; Aland Karla
Horacek, Upland congregation, Ca.

Sider: Keith Michael, March 7; Keith and Joy
Sider, Air Hill congregation, Pa.

Kaylor: JoAnna Ruth, March 25; Mike and
Evelyn Kaylor, Mount Pleasant congregation. Pa.

Smockum: Shelley Marie, March 8; Grant and
Lois Smockum, Heise Hill congregation, Ont.

Kiss: Murray Adam, Jan. 7; Frank and Kathleen Kiss, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.

Tucker: Jonathan Edward, Feb. 28; Douglas
and Connie Tucker, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.

Kopp: Jennifer Rebecca, April 5; Jay and Lu
Kopp, Mount Pleasant congregation. Pa.

Witter: Adam Kevin, Feb. 17, 1983; Kevin and
Marie Witter, South Mountain Chapel congregation, Pa.

Kubassek: Krystal Elizabeth, March 2; Ben and
Liz Kubassek, Rosebank congregation, Ont.
Loney: Christina Suzanne, April 1; Jim and
Susan Loney, Upland congregation, Ca.
Long: Mitchell Dean, March 25; Ken and Heidi
Long, Manor congregation, Pa.
McCullough: Anthony Robert, March 9; Bob
and Cathy McCullough, Bethel (Merrill) congregation, Mi.
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Weddings
Benedict-Egolf: Joyce D., daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Amos Egolf, Waynesboro, Pa., and Eugene
C., son of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Benedict,
Chambersburg, Pa., March 31 in the Hollowell
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. W. Rupert
Turman officiating.

Brown-Buseck: Billie Jo Buseck and Kenneth
W. Brown, March 1, in the Saxton Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Blain Kauffman officiating.
Cordell-Tice: Melody Ann, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. William R. Tice, Chambersburg, Pa., and
Richard, son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard V. Cordell,
Fayetteville, Pa., March 24 in the New Guilford
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Terry Hoke
and Rev. Maurice Bender officiating.
McMahon-Sider: Beverly, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Stanley Sider, Wainfleet, Ont., and Mark,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Albert McMahon, Welland,
Ont., Nov. 12, 1983, in the Wainfleet Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. W. Edward Rickman
officiating.
Mishler-Strang: Betsy, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Strang, and Larry, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Chad Mishler, both Nappanee, In., March 24
in the Nappanee First Brethren Church with Rev.
Gilbert Gomez, and Rev. Alvin Shifflett officiating.
Morris-Shaffer: Brenda, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert J. Shaffer, and Robert, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Dale Morris, both of Schellsburg, Pa.,
Feb. 18 in the Spring Hope Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Kenneth Mackie officiating.
Musser-Gruber: Joanne, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Raymond Gruber, and Dwight A., son of
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Musser, March 31 in the
Mt. Pleasant Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Jerel L. Book officiating.
Negley-Bert: Lois, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
John S. Bert, Shippensburg, Pa., and Wendell, son
of Mr. and Mrs. William Negley, Perkasie, Pa.
Rosenberger-Eggland: Melissa, daughter of Betty
and the late Gale Eggland, Roland. Ia., and David,
son of Naomi and the late Norman Rosenberger,
Dallas Center, la., Feb. 25 in the Salem Lutheran
Church, Roland, la., with Rev. Everett Nelson and
Elder Terry Box officiating.
next page,

please
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Swalm-Climenhage: Sara, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Ray Climenhage, Fort Erie, Ont., and Larry,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Ray Swalm, Collingwood,
Ont., Aug. 6, 1983, in the Sherkston Brethren in
Christ Church with Dr. Walter Winger and Rev.
E. J. Swalm, grandfather of the groom, officiating.
Volpe-Sider: Janet, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Neale Sider, Wellandport, Ont., and Angelo, son
of Mrs. Maria Volpe, Toronto, Ont., Oct. 8, 1983,
in the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. W. Edward Rickman officiating.

Obituaries
Alleman: Elmo C. Alleman, born March 29,
1916, died Sept. 25, 1983. He was married to Vada
R. Gutshall who survives. Also surviving are 6
children and 13 grandchildren. He was a member
of the South Mountain Chapel where he served as
deacon and church treasurer. Rev. Roger Witter,
Bishop Charlie Byers and Rev. John Rosenberry
conducted the funeral service in the Air Hill
Brethren in Christ Church. Interment was in the
Air Hill Cemetery.
Bert: John S. Bert, born Aug. 14, 1910, died
Nov. 1, 1983. He was married to Lela M. Myers
who survives. Also surviving are 10 sons, 7 daughters, 27 grandchildren, and a great-grandchild. He
was a member of the South Mountain Chapel
where he served as deacon, Sunday school superintendent, and a Sunday school teacher. Rev. Roger
N. Witter, Bishop Charlie Byers, Rev. Thomas
Bouch, and Rev. William Engle conducted the
funeral service. Interment was in the Air Hill
Cemetery.
Blackketter: Koert C. Blackketter, born Dec.
21, 1897, in Coal City, In., died April 2, 1984. In
1920 he married Nellie Pearl Studebaker who survives. Also surviving are two daughters: Esther
Bailey and Betty Noel; three sons: Don, Gene, and
Lewis; 26 grandchildren; and 19 great-grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by an infant daughter,
Janice; two brothers; two sisters; and two granddaughters. He was a member of the Red Star
Brethren in Christ Church where he served as
deacon and treasurer for many years. Rev. Clyde
Denney, Rev. Kurt C. Blackketter and Rev. Stan
Norman conducted the memorial service. Interment was in the Red Star Cemetery.

Martin: Anna E. Musser Martin, born Jan. 19,
1898, died April 6,1984. She was married to J. Earl
Martin who survives. Also surviving are a son,
Rev. J. Earl, Jr., a foster daughter, Vivian Ware; 5
grandchildren; 2 foster grandchildren; and 11
great-grandchildren. She was a member of the Mt.
Pleasant Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Jerel L.
Book conducted the funeral service. Interment was
in the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery.
Mchahon: Wileen Mchahon, Kitchener, Ont.,
born in 1940, died Feb. 22, 1984. She was married
to Brian Mchahon who survives. Also surviving
are two sons and a daughter. She was a member of
the Westheights Brethren in Christ Church. The
funeral service was conducted by Rev. Philip
Keefer and Rev. Dave Illman.
Milne: James Clarence Milne, born Dec. 29,
1903, died March 5, 1984. He was married to
Lydia Sider Milne who survives. Also surviving
are two daughters: Kathaleen Cober and Rosamond Webb; a son, Arnold; six grandchildren; a
great-grandchild; a sister; and a brother. The funeral service was conducted in the Bertie Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. John Zuck, Rev. Phil
Keefer, and Rev. Ross Nigh. Interment was in the
adjoining cemetery.
Parson: Lesie F. Parson, Greencastle, Pa., born
Dec. 31, 1896, died March 15, 1984. He was the
son of John and Nancy Parson. He is survived by
his wife, Anne K., 10 children; 48 grandchildren;
31 great-grandchildren; 3 great-great-grandchildren;
and a brother. Rev. Lorne Lichty conducted the
funeral service in the Montgomery Brethren in
Christ Church. Interment was in the adjoining
cemetery.
Pirson: Walter Ross Pirson, born Jan. 13, 1913,
died March 20, 1984. He was married to Elva
Storm Pirson who survives. Also surviving are
three brothers: Arthur, Earl, and Lloyd; and three
sisters: Dorothy, Gladys, and Olive. The funeral
service was conducted by Rev. Arthur Heise.
Interment was in the Ridgeway Cemetery.
Stump: V. Alfred Stump, born June 2, 1912 in
Elkhart Co., In., died April 4, 1984, in the Elkhart
General Hospital. He was the son of Rev. V. L.
Stump (former editor of the Evangelical Visitor).
He was married to Isabelle Lopp who survives.
Also surviving are a son and two daughters. The
funeral service was conducted by Rev. Carl Stump
and Rev. Jay E. Sisco. Interment was in Union
Center Cemetery.

Tributes to Two
African Church Leaders

Border: Luella R. Border, born April 19, 1905,
died April 12, 1984, in the Elkhart General Hospital, In. She was married to Isaac M. Border who
preceded her in death on April 11, 1977. She is
survived by a daughter, Yvonne Gaskill; two
grandchildren; and one great-grandchild. The funeral service was conducted by Rev. Jay E. Sisco.
Interment was in the Union Center Cemetery.
Hershey: Clayton W. Hershey, Fairfield, Oh.,
bornJuly 13,1913, in Miami Co., Oh., died March
22, 1984. He was the son of David and Mary Mae
Fouts Hershey and stepson of Anna Reighard
Hershey. In 1935 he was married to Mattie Marie
Lutz who survives. Also surviving are four children. Mariann Pitzer, Fonda Stewart, Gaius and
Joel; four grandchildren; and four brothers. He
was a member of the Pleasant Hill Brethren in
Christ Church where the funeral was conducted by
Rev. Carl Ulery and Rev. Tim Herr. Interment
was in the Pleasant Hill Cemetery.
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Rev. Peter Mongameli Mlotshwa
Rev. Peter Mongameli Mlotshwa went to be
with his Lord, February 16, 1984. Despite the
24-hour curfew in this part of Zimbabwe, nearly
800 people attended the funeral.
Rev. P.M. Mlotshwa was born in 1929. At
about the time of his marriage to Nellie Maduma
in 1959, he responded to an inner calling to dedicate his life to serving the Lord. By 1961 he was
pastoring the church at Sitezi but he still felt the
need to go a step further. In 1966 he began a study

program at Wanezi Bible Institute. When he completed his studies he was invited to remain there as
a teacher, which he did from 1968-1975. He was
called to the office of overseer in 1975, starting his
service in 1976—the year of his ordination at
Matopo Mission.
As overseer he served terms at the districts of
Matopo, Mtshabezi, and Wanezi until 1982. After
a short time of study at Central College of Southern Africa, Rev. Mlotshwa left for studies at Daystar Communications in Nairobi, Kenya (1983). In
January, 1984, he had to return home because of
illness.
Only God knows the extent of Rev. Mlotshwa's
contribution to the growth of the church at large.
Church records show that he won the love of many
young people in the Wanezi district in the period
after the war. He worked so well with his pastors
that five leaders from his district were recommended to Ekuphileni Bible Institute.
The death of a Christian is a blessing to those
who remain behind. Though tinged with sadness
of such a loss, the atmosphere at Rev. Mlotshwa's
funeral was that of great peace and quiet assurance
that he really had gone to him that he served. It was
a beautiful funeral. He had run and completed his
race. Rev. Mlotshwa is survived by his wife Nellie
and six children. (Reported by Doris Dube)

St
Rev. Sampson M. Mudenda
Rev. Sampson M. Mudenda, born 1915, died at
his home in Nalituba, Zambia, near Macha, after a
prolonged illness. Long an elder statesman of the
Brethren in Christ Church in Zambia, Rev. Mudenda
went to be with the Lord, March 18,1984. He was
buried two days later at the graveyard at Macha
Mission. An estimated 2,500 people attended the
funeral.
Rev. Mudenda spent some .of his young years
helping early Brethren in Christ missionary Lila
Coon. Upon completing his preliminary schooling
in Northern Rhodesia (Zambia), he went to
Matopo Teacher Training in Southern Rhodesia
(Zimbabwe) from 1940-1941 where he taught for
two years after completing his course. Returning
to Northern Rhodesia in 1943, he began his teaching career at Mabwe Atuba School. He married
his wife Anna in 1945 and continued his teaching
at Macha and at Muyanda. In 1952, he became
overseer for the Macha district.
Sampson Mudenda continued his pursuit of
learning at Bible school in South Africa in 1955,
returning to Zambia in 1956 for his ordination. In
1962 he began studies at Messiah College. He
served on the staff of Sikalongo Bible Institute
from 1974-1976, after which he returned to the
United States to finish his degree at Messiah. The
years 1980-1982 saw him as principal of SBI, active
on church committees, preaching, and representing the church on various interdenominational
organizations. Home and family life was an area of
special concern to him.
He retired to his home at Nalituba in January,
1982, but continued to be active in church affairs.
The church keenly feels the loss of this long-time
leader. Rev. Mudenda is survived by his wife
Anna, twin daughters Katherine and Edna, and
sons Gilbert, Gordon and Gideon. (Reported by
Esther Spurrier)
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Chapel Wing
Dedicated at
Messiah Village
D e s p i t e the t h r e a t of i n c l e m e n t
weather, over 500 people attended the
dedication of Messiah Village's new
$1,025,000 chapel wing extension on
Sunday, April 15. Dr. Owen H. Alderfer
brought the dedication message, with
Bishops Alvin J. Book and John A.
Byers leading in the dedication ritual
and prayer.
Over $6,600 was contributed through
the dedication offering. Because of the
debt-free status of the new facility, the
offering is being divided equally between
Brethren in Christ Missions and the
Messiah Village Endowment Fund, which
assists residents whose resources are
depleted.
The chapel wing extension includes a
450-seat auditorium for the Messiah Village Church, additional office and storage space, recreational and craft areas
for Village residents, the relocation and
expansion of the Children's Family Center and an arboretum (greenhouse).
This effort culminates several years of
intensive planning for additional facilities. It releases the 150-seat multipurpose r o o m which served as the Chapel
since 1978. It also completes another
step of the original master plan for the
Messiah Village Retirement Community.
George K. Kibler is the administrator
of Messiah Village.

Outside view of the new Messiah Village Chapel.

Bishop Alvin Book leads in the dedication ritual.

N e w director of nursing
Miss Jacalyn Glessner of York, Pa.,
has been appointed director of nursing
for the Messiah Village Retirement
Center.
Miss Glessner graduated from the
Reading Hospital School of Nursing in
1968 and became certified in nursing
administration by the American Nurses
Association in 1983. She has held various staff and administrative positions in
nursing in York, Harrisburg, and Baltimore, Md., and is currently pursuing a
degree in business administration as
well.
Miss Glessner has published an article, "Cost Effective Nurse Retention,"
for Life Support Nursing Magazine and
is n o w serving as a member of its editorial advisory board.
June
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Part of the crowd attending the dedication of the new Chapel wing.

Labish, Oregon

stewardship

Progress Report—Cooperative Ministries and Mission
We are pleased to report that our church-wide program to support
Brethren in Christ ministries, Cooperative Ministries and Mission, is continuing to pick up momentum. After the slow start in January, support
nearly doubled in February and giving has continued to grow. As with all
new ventures, it takes a while to refine the procedures. There is growing
appreciation for the concept of giving in cooperation and this is being
reflected in our giving. Here are the dollar figures as of April 30, 1984, for
General Conference ministries:
Undesignated through CM&M

$263,951.44

Designated through CM&M

35,439.21

Direct Giving to Ministries

82,661.13

Total Giving

$381,051.78

In addition to the above, you have been supporting the financial needs of
the ministries of the six regional conferences. However, the above figures
reflect a 68'/2 percent shortage of budget requests through April. As we
give, the Lord can use these funds to help us accomplish what he wants us
to do in these days.

10 Ways to Learn More About Brethren in Christ Ministries
l. Read the Evangelical Visitor, probably your most current and complete source of information.
2. Read your church bulletins. In addition to local ministries, there are
occasionally special inserts. When your church uses our bulletin service, special messages are placed on the back cover.
3. Use the missionary Prayer Challenge in your family worship or private
devotions.
4. Ask board members or employees of church ministries in your congregation about their work.
5. Invite the people of various church ministries to your church and be
sure to attend their presentations.
Read about the ministries through mail and other publications such as
therefore

and Lifeline

Reporter,

etc.

7. Attend Regional and General Conference, even if you are not a
delegate. Read the minutes as an alternative to attendance.
Note the materials placed by your church on the bulletin boards.
9. Participate in offered programs, such as camp meetings, new hymnals,
Sunday school curriculum and many others.
10. Visit church institutions and other Brethren in Christ churches, especially when on vacation.

10 Reasons For Giving Now
1. Increase cash flow so that ministries don't have to borrow money at
high rates.
2. To be sure that boards and ministries will be adequately represented at
General Conference.
3. To provide scholarship money for Brethren in Christ students to
attend our colleges this fall as well as special help for our ministerial
students.
4. Adequate cash to run our summer camping ministries.
5. Special help to Brethren in Christ people at Messiah Village, Upland
Manor or elsewhere.
6. Wages for our church planting pastors, missionaries, bishops and
other people serving our church.
7. Special relief through Mennonite Central Committee to those starving
right now in Africa.
Modest stipend to youth giving time to our ministries this summer.
9. Cover costs of starting new boards as well as moving and set-up costs
of new bishops.
10. Bring together Brethren in Christ leaders for the special International
Fellowship in France at the end of July.
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Putting the
pieces together
Spring was "just around the corner"—that was evident in the crocuses,
daffodils, tulips, budding azaleas, and
rhododendrons. Maybe the atmosphere
of Spring in the Northwest contributed
to an already evident interest in the Labish Church to reach out and see God
bring new growth to his church. At any
rate, the Sunday school board looked
for a way to rally our people to this
concern. Not content to simply give
prizes for bringing new people, and
being very reluctant to develop a contest
where there are "winners" and "losers,"
the group chose an approach that would
serve as a visual aid and include everyone in a united effort.
A photograph of the church was
enlarged and mounted on a 15x18 board.
One of the craftsmen in the group cut the
mounted picture into a jigsaw puzzle of
70 pieces (there were approximately 70
individuals involved in the Sunday
school). Each puzzle piece was attached
to an identification tag and numbered so
it could easily be returned to its proper
spot in the puzzle (a framed base was
prepared with the shapes marked to correspond to each piece).
On the last Sunday of February, in a
special Sunday school assembly, each
teacher was given a package with the
puzzle pieces for his or her class. The
challenge was for each person in the
Sunday school to take the piece of puzzle and find a neighbor, friend or relative
who would agree to come along to Sunday school the next Sunday—or later
during the month of March. When the
friend agreed, the identification tag,
which already had on it the name of the
puzzle "giver," would be completed with
the name, address and phone number of
the puzzle "bringer."
Each Sunday during March, in a brief
special assembly, the returning puzzle
pieces would be placed in the right spot
and the "bringer" would be welcomed.
How does one measure success? True,
we did not retrieve all of the puzzle
pieces, but then the incomplete puzzle is a
reminder that we are always in the process of building the church! We did,
however, enjoy an average of nine visitors each Sunday in March. And we
have been seeing new people in our Sunday school and worship—some of whom,
we believe, the Lord is adding to his
Church. —Glenn Ginder, pastor
Evangelical
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BOOK REVIEW
Here Faith and Learning Meet: The
Story of Niagara Christian College, by
E. Morris Sider. Reviewed by Daniel R.
Chamberlain,
president
of
Houghton
College, Houghton,
NY.
Books of history are often described
and dreaded as ponderous and dull, but
Here Faith and Learning Meet: The
Story of Niagara Christian College is
neither. The style is lively and most
readers will find its 150 pages (including
three dozen pictures) all t o o short.
In his foreword, Dr. Sider describes
writing this b o o k "as a labor of love." As
a result, this is not a distant and dispassionate analysis by a completely objective historian, yet the b o o k clearly exhibits the craft and the care of the historian.
The reader has a sense of certainty that
the contents are correct even though the
affection of the author for the institution
is evident. In the judgment of this reviewer, N.C.C. made a wise decision when it
commissioned Sider to write this history
as part of its Golden Anniversary celebration.
M a n y school histories degenerate into
a simple chronology of events that try to
convince the reader that "a little bit of
heaven fell f r o m out the sky one day"
and that things have improved ever
since. Other histories focus so narrowly
o n a few individuals that they ignore the
important supporting roles played by all
those w h o dreamed and worked to give
the institution continuing life. Dr. Sider
has avoided these weaknesses by carefully combining the examination of important events and milestones in the history of N.C.C. with delightful thumbnail
sketches of people w h o provided important guidance or service to the school.
The constant interplay of these t w o elements make this history more helpful
and more accurate. This approach also
makes it clear that people shape history
and institutions, but they in turn are
shaped by the history and the institutions they create.
The title is apt and accurate: facilitating the integration of faith and learning
was the f o u n d i n g purpose of N.C.C.
Earl Sider, a member of the Bible School
Committee which founded this school,
insisted in a n article published in the
Maple Leaf (a student publication) that
"Education is t o o narrowly defined by
the world because it omits the moral and
religious dimensions . . . True education occurs w h e n all faculties and gifts
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are being developed to judge correctly
between right and wrong, and to act
accordingly." He went o n to state that
such education is difficult to obtain
because "While our mental faculties are
being developed, faith in God is often
destroyed by a system of teaching which
stealthily leads us away from Him, the
source of all power and good. Hence the
advantage of an education in our institution where the spiritual and moral life of
the student is a primary concern."
The curriculum at N.C.C. showed its
concern for both faith and learning by
including sacred and secular subjects
from the beginning. However, the most
important and powerful combination of
faith and learning was exhibited in the
lives of those associated with the school.
The faith of trustees and supporters
created a place of learning; faculty and
staff modeled the fusion of faith and
learning in their service; and students
combined or learned to combine personal piety with serious academic activity.
Dr. Sider captures the drama and
suspense that characterize major turning
points in the history of the school. One
can sense the struggle and the uncertainty that surrounded the choice of a
permanent home for N.C.C. in the chapter "From Clubhouse to Bible School."
While the outcomes of that decision and
others were agonizingly close and impossible to predict, the perspective of 50
years has confirmed the wisdom of those
choices.
As y o u read Here Faith and Learning
Meet, y o u will be impressed by the
financial sacrifice of its early teachers—
monthly salaries of $15 to $30 were the
rule. You may yearn for a return to the
direct simplicity captured in the 1943
minutes of a student organization, where
several recommendations were resolved
with the cryptic comment, "Some were
accepted and some weren't." Y o u will be
moved by the eagerness of faculty, students, and staff to serve Christ and help
others—on the campus and in surrounding towns and churches.
Placing footnotes at the end of the
book was a happy editorial decision.
Sources are quickly and easily identified
by those w h o value such information
and yet footnotes d o not intrude upon
the reader. The tantalizing chapter titles
also add to the unity and the interest of
the book. The listing of all former trustees, faculty, staff, and students in the
appendix will trigger memories and associations for those w h o were part of the
school and provide a valuable source of
information for future N.C.C. histori-

ans. A n occasional typographical error
mars what is otherwise a clear and readable format. (E.g., the reference to "the
1955-60 school year" that would have
been terribly tiring for even the most
dedicated student or faculty member!)
If you care about Christian institutions, if you like history and biography,
if you have been associated in any way
with N.C.C., if you have interest in
Brethren in Christ life and thought—
then Here Faith and Learning
Meet
belongs on your reading list and in your
library.

The God of
Changed Lives
CHANGE IN MY LIFE
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3
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Ex. 13:17-22
Psalm 24:1-6
Psalm 139
Isaiah 55:1-9
Isaiah 57:14-19
Ezekiel 37:24-28
1 Cor. 3:16-23

experience:
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Psalm 46
Isaiah 66:10-16
Matthew 28:16-20
John 14:1-20
John 15:26-16:16
2 Cor. 1:1-7
1 Peter 4:7-14
Psalm 27:7-14
Psalm 63
Matthew 6:5-15
Luke 11:5-13
Romans 8:22-27
Heb. 4:9-16
James 5:13-18
Psalm 73
Prov. 3:11-26
Isaiah 26:1-8
Isaiah 32:12,16-20
Isaiah 55:6-13
John 14:25-31
John 16:25-33
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Psalm 32
Neh. 8:9-18
Luke 6:17-23
John 16:16-24
Galatians 5:16-23
Philippians 1:12-26
James 1:1-8

Used by permission of the National Association
of Evangelicals, Box 28, Wheaton, IL 60187.
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About those initials
I would like to raise a question concerning what I believe has been a recent
decision by the Board of Administration
[BOA] concerning our denominational
logo and C M & M [Cooperative Ministries and Mission—a new, cooperative
approach to denominational funding
-ed\.

As I understand it, our logo, which is
very symbolic and so well declares the
theological beliefs of the Brethren in
Christ Church, is in the process of being
changed. While the change is minor, it is
a significant one which I think should be
re-evaluated.
At the present, our denominational

Onesinyus
Dear Paul,
A meeting I attended recently started
me reflecting on preaching. The man
who preached was not an orator, but he
preached with conviction, with love, and
with persuasion. He even wept on several occasions. The group of believers
were brought into the presence of God.
He reminded me of you, and I began
reflecting on my time with you.
You believed in preaching boldly. So
did Peter, Philip, and Stephen. (In fact,
Stephen paid for bold preaching with his
very life.) You brought men and women
face to face with the truth that Jesus was
the Christ and challenged them to decide
what they were going to do with his
claim on their lives. Such a great number
became believers that they turned the
world upside down. Preaching was literally the "power of God."
But here, in this place and time, it is
different. Preaching is under attack and
does not have the priority it once had.
Some believers say there should be more
"body life" in our worship services; others say preaching is irrelevant today and
therefore isn't as important as it used to
be. Also there is a strong feeling that too
many use preaching to promote "pet
themes" or to make an easy living. Still
others are caught up in materialism and
recreation or are just plain bored with
listening too long, and settle down to
"tune-out" when it comes time for
preaching.
There are probably good reasons for
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logo consists of a cross, a dove, and a
basin with a towel draped over its side.
The theological implications are clear in
stating our beliefs.
My question is this: are we not mixing
theology and government with the BOA's
recent permission to the Commission on
Stewardship and Finance to re-register
the logo, incorporating a form of government into the logo by embroidering
"CM&M" onto the towel? (See the May
1984 Visitor, page 26.) D o we really
want this?
Non-Brethren in Christ with whom
we correspond or those who—in other
ways in addition to our letterheads—are
introduced to our logo are made imme-

Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother,
everything that is happening here.

diately aware of our beliefs by the symbols of the cross, the dove, and the basin
and towel (although some may need to
think a bit about the third). Now what
does "CM&M" proclaim? Are we not
elevating this form of denominational
funding to the level of these three theological symbols?
I would like to state that I do support
the move to Cooperative Ministries and
Mission. I believe it will serve the church
on all levels in an excellent way. My
comments are not directed to the
methods of CM&M, only to the advisability of the initials being embroidered
onto a theologically symbolic towel and
incorporated into our denominational
logo.
Clark Miller
Uniontown, PA

who is one of you . . . will tell you
Colossians

this trend, for I sometimes wonder if
many preachers themselves are losing
the passion to preach Christ. Sermons
often don't speak to issues we face here,
and often they are delivered in a low,
lifeless, monotone that lulls people to
sleep! But that may be partly due to the
kind of listeners we are. If we are excited
about Christ and show it in our worship,
the preaching will be delivered with
more enthusiasm. I believe that, Paul.
And many groups of believers worship
with "dead" expressions on their faces.
So there is a dilemma for preachers.
Many people in our congregations often
want to hear only soothing words which
make them feel good about themselves.
Not only that, but they don't want the
sermon or service to be too long. In fact,
it would seem as though there is something sacred about the hour between
10:30 and 11:30 a.m., or 11:00 a.m. and
noon. Service should stay within that
hour. That includes everything: singing,
praying, announcements (oh, those long
announcements!), choir, offering, and
preaching! The people hold to that hour
more scrupulously than to the Ten
Commandments!
Some preachers (probably because
they are paid now) try to please their
people. Sensing their probable unpopularity if they preach longer, they have
adapted by resorting to the 15 minute
sermon. If not, they fear losing their
audience. Now what's a preacher to do?
As I think back to you and Peter, you

4:9

would never have made it here in some
of the churches. Paul, remember when
you preached at Troas and your sermon
was so long that Eutychus went to sleep
and fell down from the third loft? It
created excitement, for the people thought
he was dead. One would think that
would have stopped you, but you just
went down to the young man, threw
yourself on him, hugged him, and assured
everyone he was all right. Then, going
back upstairs again, you continued talking and breaking bread.
Now, if I'm honest with you, Paul, I
will have to say that I really don't want
such long sermons. But there are many
people in the churches who do want
g o o d , strong preaching and s o m e
preachers are proclaiming the gospel
like you and Peter did—boldly and
without intimidation. Times here are
much the same as they were in Rome:
moral decay, crime, deceit, and immorality of every kind. We need to hear from
our preachers that Jesus is the Christ
and that he gives healing, forgiveness,
and strength to go out and live holy lives
in this kind of world. Where Christ is
preached like this, people are responding and churches are growing with new
converts.
I can only conclude, Paul, that with
preaching like this, there will be good
listeners and good results whether the
preaching be 15 or 30 minutes! Or 45!
—Onesimus
Evangelical
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editorial

Have you heard the latest?

The story is told of three women visiting New York City
for the first time. Before they left their rural homes, their
husbands and friends warned them about the dangers of
the big city, urging them to stick together and to be wary of
strangers. Despite their fears, they enjoyed several days of
shopping and sightseeing.
Their last night in town, so the story goes, they decided
to have dinner at an exclusive restaurant with a superb
view of downtown. The elevator was empty when the trio
entered it, but just as the door was closing, a man and his
large dog joined them. After the door closed, the man said
in a commanding voice, "Sit!" The three women promptly
sat down on the floor.
The man apologized, assuring them he had been speaking to his dog. They all proceeded to the top-floor restaurant. After their meal, the women asked for the bill, only to
learn it had been paid by the man on the elevator—
baseball superstar Reggie Jackson, they were told. And
thus ends the story (a fictional story, I hasten to add).
Goshen College professor Ervin Beck traces the spread
of a Mennonite version of this urban legend (circulating
earlier in non-Mennonite America) in "Reggie Jackson
Among the Mennonites," published in the April 1984
Mennonite Quarterly Review. A collector of Mennonite
folk tales, Beck researched how this particular legend
entered the "Mennonite transmission network." In a
March 1982 denominational board meeting, one member—
a pastor—told (as true) a version of the story as he had
heard it to illustrate his devotional meditation. The eight
directors on the board carried the story back to their home
areas in six states and one Canadian province. As one
board member said later, "I tell it every chance I get. I
think it's a funny story" (MQR, p. 153).
Beck notes that within three months, a number of versions were circulating throughout the church (even overseas), many exhibiting considerable embellishment. For
example, depending on which tale you heard, the women:
(a) were completely ignorant of who Reggie Jackson was,
(b) visited with him at his table, (c) received at their table
a bottle of wine from him with a note, "You made my
day!" or (d) were taken out to dinner by him. Moreover,
the identities of the women changed, some options being:

the pastor's sister-in-law, his mother, or his grandmother
(dead for 20 years); three ladies from Lancaster County,
Pa.; a well-known restaurant owner from Ohio; or even
"friends of a friend" of whoever happened to be telling the
story at the moment. (One wonders how many women
were at least slightly embarrassed by having their names
included in some version.)
Beck also discusses the high degree of belief given to the
fictional account as being actually true. "Transmitted as it
was—unofficially through the official church network—
the story obviously gained credibility through the quality
of the tellers and the situations [often church services or
conferences] in which the story was told. The integritycontext was high" (p. 154). Analyzing other reasons why
the fable was accepted as fact, Beck insightfully notes how
the legend addresses four contemporary issues: urbanization, feminism, nonconformity, and racism (pp. 157-164).
This journal article came to mind as I prepared to teach
a recent adult Sunday school class. The chapter in David
Augsberger's Freedom of Forgiveness dealt with the problems of gossip and criticism. Regardless of how gossip
begins—whether from idle speculation, misinterpreted
half-truths, or even isolated facts—gossip has a way of
invariably growing and becoming "juicier" (to make a
better story?) in the process of re-telling, much like the
Reggie Jackson fable.
People caught talking about others sometimes excuse
themselves by saying that gossip isn't nearly as bad as the
"really big sins" the Bible condemns. But is that true? How
can we know the degree to which a fifth-hand story bears
any resemblance to fact? Even if it does, perhaps the
problem has been resolved, healing has taken place. I
wonder sometimes if the fellowship of believers isn't damaged more subtly and yet more extensively by gossip than
by the occasional "big sin" we so rightly abhor.
In this issue's lead article, Fred Smith challenges us to be
stewards of relationships. In that regard, we do well to
heed the late A. W. Tozer's counsel: "Vow: Never to pass
on anything about anyone else that will hurt him in any
way" (Five Vows for Spiritual Power, p. 12). That advice
brings me up short. How about you?
G

An upcoming issue of the Visitor will look at family
devotions and "personal quiet time." We would like you to
share insights, concerns, and / or questions you might have
on this topic, expecting to publish some of the comments
received. Please include your name, address, and phone
number (although we will give consideration to withholding your name if you make a strong enough case).
The following are given simply to stimulate your
thought. You may share about any of these or other
aspects of your family devotions or personal devotions:
• How important to you is having a personal "quiet
time" or regular family devotions? How do you fit this into
your busy schedule?
• How do you plan your devotional period (family or

personal) so it doesn't become boring or routine?
• How do you accommodate the various ages and/or
interests of your family in devotional periods?
• Was any one event or person influential in your
starting the discipline of personal or family devotions?
How?
• Share one or two particularly meaningful devotional
experiences and tell what made them special.
• What are some of your favorite resources for personal or family devotions? (If books, please list author,
title, publisher, date).
We must receive your comments no later than July 20.
Mail them to "Devotions," Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box
166, Nappanee, IN 46550.
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General Conference Information
The deadline for registration with the Convention
Director is now past (May 20, 1984). If you plan to
attend and have somehow overlooked registering, call
Paul Hostetler, (717) 766-2621. If no answer, call 7668914 (Ken Mark residence) and leave a message.
If you wish to be picked up at the airport and have not
yet covered this need in your registration form plus
having received a confirmation of the same, call the
above number.
From now on, all changes in lodging needs should be
made by phone, calling the above number. Full refunds
will be made for cancellations received before June 25.
No refunds after that date except in emergencies.
Registration at Conference will be on Friday evening,
June 29, from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m., and on Saturday morning from 8:00 a.m. to noon. In order to register on time,
you should arrive no later than 10:00 a.m. on Saturday.
Come earlier than that to avoid standing in a long line.
The General Conference will convene on Saturday,
June 30, at 1:00 p.m., and is scheduled to conclude on
Thursday, July 5. However, if necessary, there will be an
afternoon session.
Special reminder to all voting members of General
Conference. All Members of Conference are required to
attend all business sessions unless excused by the General Secretary.

Space will be reserved for all agencies processing
registrations on Friday and Saturday at General Conference upon request. Therefore, all agencies which wish
to be involved in the registration process should notify
the Convention Director.
Phone Numbers Changed. Please note the following changes in General Conference phone numbers: Information Booth—{111) 766-2511 (If college switchboard is closed, call 766-2518). General Secretary—
766-2511 (If switchbard is closed, call 766-0685.) Convention Director (office or main platform)—766-2511 (If
switchboard is closed, call Information Booth.) In
emergencies—only when no one can be reached at the
above numbers, call Conference Services, 766-2515.
Those rooming on campus and arriving after 10:00
p.m. should carefully call this to the attention of the
Convention Director.
Detailed information on children's ministries appeared in the April and May issues of the Visitor.
Parents bringing children should read those paragraphs
carefully. For additional general information, see the
six previous issues of the Visitor. If more information is
needed, contact Paul Hostetler at the phone number
listed in the first paragraph above.
Now, let's all look forward to renewed fellowship
during the busy days of General Conference.

Missions Convention Information

"Obeying Christ's Commission"
What in the world is God doing through the Brethren
in Christ? What new directions is Brethren in Christ
Missions taking and why? How is the Holy Spirit moving in places where we have been for decades? How can
our small denomination meet the world's great needs?
The answers to these questions are exciting. Brethren
in Christ Missions wants you to know these answers.
That is why we are sponsoring a missions convention
two days prior to the
General Conference, June
28-29, at Messiah College. The theme of the convention
is "Obeying Christ's Commission."
Featured speakers will include Dr. Thomas Hermiz
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speaking on "A Call to Commitment;" Rev. Roy Sider,
"Why Brethren in Christ Mission;" and Dr. Samuel
Wolgemuth, "The Biblical Basis for Missions."
Workshops will include such topics as: "How to
Plant a Church Cross-Culturally," "Praying Effectively
for Missions," and "Missions Conferences in the Local
Church." The new Brethren in Christ Missions slide
presentation will have its premier showing at the convention. There will be special activities for youth, and a
program for children through age 11 will be held.
There is no registration fee for the missions convention.
Evangelical
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